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SYNOD  AND  HER  FOREIGN 
MISSIONS. 


By  J.  C.  McFeeters,  D.  D. 


Synod  listened  with  rapt  attention 
to  the  report  on  Foreign  Missions, 
read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 
The  missions  were  virtually  on  exhi- 
bition through  the  lucid  and  realistic 
description  which  was  given.  “Be- 
hold what  God  hath  wrought,”  was 
the  substance  of  the  report. 

The  war-storm  having  subsided,  wre 
can  now  make  a careful  survey  of  our 
Levant  missions,  and  form  an  esti- 
mate of  what  is  required  to  resume 
the  work.  The  conditions  are  appall- 
ing; desolation,  starvation,  extreme 
misery  everywhere. 

The  faithful  servants  of  Jesus,  who 
have  endured  the  strain  and  hazarded 
their  lives  at  the  posts  of  duty,  need 
a long  rest,  and  must  have  it.  A fresh 
company  of  workers  is  already  on 
the  Teld ; others  are  preparing  to  go. 
The  task  that  confronts  them  is  be- 
yond conception.  The  largest  force 
we  ever  put  into  the  field  is  now  nec- 
essary. Reconstruction  and  expan- 
sion of  the  work  must  be  on  a mag- 
nificent sale.  The  boldest  conception 
of  outlines  and  plans  will  scarcely  go 


beyond  what  is  proper  in  these  days 
of  mighty  movements.  God’s  own 
plan  should  be  discovered  and  follow- 
ed. May  the  Holy  Spirit  inject  into 
the  minds  of  the  missionaries  and  the 
Board  the  mind  of  Christ  on  mission 
work. 

Progress  in  China  has  cheered  the 
home  church.  The  people’s  invest- 
ments have  yielded  rich  returns;  the 
investors  are  happy.  The  increase  of 
membership  there  has  done  much  to 
save  the  face  of  the  Covenanter 
Church.  The  Lord  Jesus  has  placed 
the  seal  of  His  approval  visibly  upon 
this  work. 

These  missionaries  have  the  Paul- 
ine spirit.  They  forget  the  things 
that  are  past,  and  reach  toward  the 
things  that  are  ahead.  The  past  sets 
no  standard  for  the  future.  Having 
entered  into  a covenant  with  the  Lord 
and  with  one  another  to  labor  and 
pray  for  an  increase  of  five  hundred 
in  the  coming  year,  they  look  for  this' 
as  an  expression  of  His  favor.  We 
will  wait  with  confidence.  Such  faith 
pleases  God.  Of  course  they  are  not 
fixing  a limit ; rather  let  it  be  under- 
stood as  a minimum.  The  possibili- 
ties of  faith  like  this  are  beyond  com- 
putation. One  short  sermon  may 
convert  to  Jesus  Christ  above  three 
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thousand;  Paul  gets  a ship  load  of 
persons  in  a day. 

Our  foreign  missions  are  fast  being 
gripped  by  the  spirit  of  the  forward 
movement.  Onward  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  is  their  motto.  They  enter 
a new  field,  occupy  a new  centre,  set 
up  a new  candlestick,  or  in  modern 
language  an  electric  light,  to  illumi- 
nate the  millions  in  another  province. 
The  order  of  the  day  is  expansion,  in- 
crease of  forces,  purpose  and  action 
far  exceeding  the  ordinary.  The  war 
has  aroused  the  world  to  a sense 
of  power  and  efficiency  beyond  all 
former  schemes  or  dreams. 

Synod  has  shown  a disposition  to 
co-ordinate  the  various  departments 
of  the  church’s  work.  Success  here 
will  remove  many  difficulties  and  dis- 
couragements. All  the  work  lined  up, 
all  the  forces  moving  abreast,  a new 
era  of  achievements  will  dawn.  The 
war  was  practically  won  when  Foch 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Allied 
armies  and  all  moved  in  harmony  at 
his  command.  The  Covenanter  forces, 
forming  a solid  front  for  action,  and 
moving  in  harmony  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Synod,  in  the  Name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  will  exhibit  power  and 
enthusiasm,  and  win  victories  beyond 

conception.  May  the  Lord  hasten  it. 

^ ^ 

THE  FORWARD  MOVEMENT  OF 
OUR  MISSION  IN  CHINA. 

The  Synod  is  always  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  Mission  work  of  the 
Church.  The  Synod  of  1919  was  no 
exception  to  the  rule.  Direct  com- 
munication from  Asia  Minor  and 
Syria,  after  four  years  of  but  meagre 
information,  and  reports  of  most  en- 
couraging progress  in  China  brought 
great  joy.  The  Mission  in  China 
unanimously  reported  to  Synod  that 
a larger  share  of  responsibility  for 
spreading  the  gospel  in  our  field  there 
can  now  be  laid  upon  the  native 
church.  The  wisdom  of  our  mission- 
aries in  having  given  large  place 
to  the  training  of  native  workers  is 
already  fully  justified.  “Self-support 


and  Native  Evangelism’  ’ is  now  the 
watchword.  Our  foreign  mission- 
aries must  organize,  train  and  direct. 
They  must  share  in  the  counsels  of 
administration.  American  workers 
and  American  money  must  be  used 
for  advance  work,  for  laying  new 
foundations ; the  native  Christians 
must  make  the  Christian  religion 
their  religion,  and  assume  its  respon- 
sibilities— and  these  are  the  same  in 
all  lands  and  among  all  peoples.  (See 
in  June  Olive  Trees  that  part  of  An- 
nual Report  of  Board  which  deals 
with  self-support.)  This  situation 
brought  the  Mission  in  China  to  the 
point  of  unanimously  asking  Synod 
to  authorize  the  opening  of  a new 
centre.  A proper  “centre”  in  mission 
work  is  a large  city — preferably  a 
market  city  with  large  numbers  of 
people  coming  and  going — where 
training  bases  for  native  workers  in 
all  departments  of  mission  work  can 
be  established. 

With  these  considerations  before  it 
Synod  heartily,  and  we  believe  with- 
out a dissenting  voice,  authorized  the 
opening  of  a new  station  centre  in 
Southern  Yunnan  Province.  In  this 
connection  we  publish  two  papers  of 
most  engaging  interest.  The  infor- 
mation they  contain  belongs  rightly 
to  the  entire  church.  The  first  is  the 
report  of  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Mitchell  and 
Dr.  J.  M.  Wright,  who,  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  mission  made  the  tour  of 
investigation.  This  report  was  unan- 
imously adopted  by  the  Tak  Hing  and 
Lo  Ting  stations  and  transmitted  to 
the  Board  for  Synod.  The  second  is 
a personal  letter  from  Mr.  Mitchell, 
giving  with  greater  detail  and  even 

more  interest  an  account  of  the  trip. 
* * * * 

Report  of  Rev.  E.  C.  Mitchell  and  Dr. 

J.  M.  Wright  on  New  Field. 

Lo  Ting,  via  Canton,  So.  China. 

April  25,  1919. 

Report  of  the  two  members  of  the 
New  Field  Committee  who  visited 
Yunnan  Province. 

We  went  directly  to  Yunnan  Fu,  the 
capital,  where  the  headquarters  of  all 
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the  missions  in  Yunnan  Province  are 
located.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  very 
kindly  entertained  us  in  their  home 
during  our  stay  and  did  all  in  their 
power  to  assist  us  in  securing  infor- 
mation. 

We  visited  representatives  of  all 
the  leading  missions  doing  work  in 
Yunnan  Province,  viz.,  Messrs.  Allen 
and  Graham,  of  the  C.  I.  M.;  Mr. 
Swift,  of  the  Pentecostal  Missionary 
Union;  Mr.  Evans,  of  the  English 
United  Methodist  Mission,  and  Drs. 
Thompson  and  Bradley,  of  the  C.  M. 
S.  We  received  a very  hearty  recep- 
tion from  all  these  men  and  were  as- 
sured that  they  would  be  very  glad  to 
see  our  mission  open  work  in  Yunnan 
Fu. 

Yunnan  Fu  has  a population  of 
something  like  100,000.  All  the  above- 
mentioned  missions  are  doing  work 
there  and  two  of  the  missions  now 
have  plans  on  foot  to  extend  their 
work.  The  larger  cities  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  province  are  also  more 
or  less  within  the  reach  of  these  mis- 
sions. The  greater  part  is  almost  un- 
touched as  yet  but  the  missions  that 
are  there  are  planning  for  this  part 
of  the  province  so  that  it  does  not 
seem  to  us  best  to  advise  opening 
work  either  in  Yunnan  Fu  or  any 
part  of  the  northern  half  of  the  prov- 
ince. 

The  southern  part  of  the  province; 
however,  is  practically  untouched  by 
the  gospel  and  we  have  decided  to 
recommend  that  our  church  open  mis- 
sion work  in  the  section  of  the  prov- 
ince lying  south  of  a line  drawn  a 
little  north  of  the  24th  parallel  of  lat- 
itude with  Meng  Tsz  for  the  present 
as  the  centre  or  distributing  point, 
with  the  objectives  being  Ko  Chiu, 
Linan,  Shih  Ping  and  other  cities  and 
the  large  unexplored  district  in  the 
southwest. 

Meng  Tsz  is  not  a large  place  but  it 
has  been  of  importance  because  of  its 
being  an  intersecting  point  for  the 
caravan  routes.  It  is  now  a treaty 
port  and  has  a customs  station,  two 
banks  and  a French  hotel.  A rail- 
road is  being  built  through  Meng  Tsz 


to  Ko  Chiu,  which  connects  those 
places  with  the  French  railroad.  This 
railroad  will  be  completed  within  a 
year  and  it  may  be  found  later  that 
Ko  Chiu  will  be  the  real  centre.  The 
altitude  of  Meng  Tsz  is  approximately 
4500  feet,  and  is  considered  desirable 
from  a health  standpoint,  people  go- 
ing there  from  Haiphong  and  the 
coast  for  their  summer  vacation. 

Ko  Chiu  is  the  real  important  city 
in  the  southern  half  of  the  province 
from  a business  standpoint,  as  it  is 
the  centre  of  the  greatest  tin  fields  in 
China.  Tin  has  been  mined  here  for 
hundreds  of  years  and  still  the  supply 
is  practically  untouched.  There  are 
over  sixty  mines  and  thirty-five  thou- 
sand miners.  One  thousand  pack 
animals  leave  daily.  All  daily  neces- 
sities are  imported.  23,700,000  cat- 
ties  of  charcoal  are  consumed  a year 
in  smelting.  The  amount  of  tin  ex- 
ported is  8 per  cent,  of  the  world’s 
supply,  and  95  per  cent,  of  all  the  ex- 
ports of  Yunnan  province.  The  city 
has  electric  lights  and  is  putting  in  a 
system  of  water  supply  for  the  mines. 
The  missionaries  in  Yunnan  Fu  esti- 
mate the  population  as  large  as  Yun- 
nan Fu.  Mr.  Carpenter  estimates  the 
size  of  the  city  and  the  population  as 
two  hundred  thousand  or  over.  Men 
from  all  parts  of  the  province  come 
here  for  the  mining  season  and  go 
home  again. 

Forty  miles  north  of  Ko  Chiu  is 
Linanfu,  said  to  be  the  wealthiest 
city  of  the  province  and  very  aris- 
tocratic. The  population  is  approx- 
imately the  same  as  Yunnan  Fu. 
Linanfu  is  just  completing  the  bar- 
gain for  a $30,000  electric  light  plant. 

Thirty  miles  west  of  Linanfu  is 
Shih  Ping,  which  Mr.  Allen  thought 
to  be  as  large  as  the  other  places. 
Northwest  of  these  cities  are  smaller 
places  such  as  Ami  Chow  and  other 
towns.  To  the  west  and  south  is  a 
large  unexplored  district.  Situated 
in  this  district  is  the  home  of  Lung 
Chai  Kwong.  East  of  the  railroad  are 
several  cities,  of  which  Kai  Wha,  a 
city  reported  to  have  a population  of 
about  80,000,  is  chief. 
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The  population  of  this  southern  dis- 
trict is  composed  of  three  classes  of 
people:  First  and  most  important 

the  Mandarin  speaking  Chinese;  sec- 
ond, the  Tribes  People  or  Aborigines, 
of  whom  there  are  about  sixty  tribes 
in  the  province,  all  living  in  the  moun- 
tains; and,  third,  a few  Cantonese 
speaking  people.  In  the  unexplored 
district  to  the  southwest  the  charac- 
ter and  number  of  the  people  are  not 
known. 

In  this  district  south  of  the  line 
mentioned  above  there  has  been  a 
little  spasmodic  work  done  by  the  P. 
M.  U.  They  have  at  present  two 
ladies  at  Ami  Chow,  two  at  Meng  Tsz, 
and  a man  and  his  wife  at  Kai  Wha, 
also  a man  and  his  wife  at  Szemao, 
who  are  now  working  independently. 
Somewhere  in  the  southwest  border 
Dr.  Dodd,  of  the  Presbyterian  Mis- 
sion, is  working  among  the  tribes 
people. 

All  the  missionaries  advised  us  not 
to  put  too  much  reliance  on  the  work 
that  is  being  done  by  the  P.  M.  U. 
and  independent  missionaries,  as  they 
could  not  be  depended  on  to  work 
thoroughly  any  district  or  place.  One 
missionary  called  them  the  Grass- 
hopper mission,  as  they  are  one  day 
in  one  place  and  the  next  day  in 
another  place. 

The  missionaries  as  well  as  Mr. 
Carpenter  also  advised,  inasmuch  as 
there  is  some  anti-foreign  feeling  at 
Ko  Chiu,  that  medical  work  go  first 
and  be  given  a prominent  place.  They 
also  urged  that  older  missionaries  who 
have  had  experience  with  work  among 
the  Chinese  be  sent  first.  They  also 
suggested  that  the  first  months  be 
spent  in  Yunnan  Fu  in  the  study  of 
the  language. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  a great 
opportunity  is  offered  the  Covenanter 
Church  in  this  field.  The  Continuation 
Committee  speaks  as  follows:  Mission- 

aries call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  work  in  the  whole  south- 
ern part  of  the  province  and  one 
says  ‘No  matter  what  the  geographi- 
cal or  climatic  features  may  be  or 
however  difficult  the  occupation  of 


these  districts  may  appear  the  mil- 
lions of  people  there  ought  not  to  be 
left  without  the  gospel.’  ” It  seems 
to  us  that  the  Lord  is  calling  the  Cov- 
enanter Church  to  work  in  this  part 
of  His  vineyard,  where  the  fields  are 
white  unto  the  harvest  and  millions 
have  no  opportunity  to  hear  the 
gospel.  Therefore  we  strongly  recom- 
mend that  the  information  at  hand 
be  immediately  sent  to  the  Board  that 
action  may  be  taken  soon  as  possible. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  C.  Mitchell, 

J.  M.  Wright. 

* * * * 

Personal  Letter  From  Rev.  E.  Cr 
Mitchell,  Who  Visited  Southern 
Yunnan. 

Lo  Ting,  via  Canton,  So.  China. 

April  16,  1919. 
Rev.  F.  M.  Wilson,  D.  D., 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dear  Brother : — 

I returned  from  my  trip  to  Yunnan 
Fu  last  Friday  afternoon,  after  being 
away  a little  more  than  a month.  I 
wish  to  write  particularly  of  my  trip 
to  Yunnan  Province  and  of  the  pros- 
pects there  for  a new  field  as  I see  it. 

Dr.  Wright  and  I wrote  out  a re- 
port of  our  trip,  which  I presented  to 
the  Tak  King  station  as  I came 
through  there  on  my  way  home  .and 
then  presented  it  to  the  Lo  Ting  sta- 
tion last  Saturday  evening.  Both  sta- 
tions, after  hearing  the  report  and  all 
I had  to  say  in  connection  with  it, 
adopted  it  unanimously  and  ordered 
it  sent  to  the  Board.  It  would  have 
been  better  to  have  had  this  action 
taken  at  a regular  mission  meeting, 
of  course,  but  since  the  matter  seemed 
to  us  to  require  haste  yve  thought  this 
was  a better  way  to  do.  It  will  be 
impossible  to  hold  a mission  meeting 
for  several  months  without  a great 
deal  of  inconvenience,  and  we  felt  this 
matter  ought  to  get  to  the  Board  as 
soon  as  possible.  I sent  the  report 
to  Dr.  Wright  yesterday  for  him  to 
sign  and  send  oh  to  you.  I also  pre- 
pared a map  to  go  with  it  to  make, 
it  more  easily  understood.  You  will 
notice  that  I have  marked  the  towns 
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in  the  southern  half  of  the  province 
only  as  it  is  with  that  part  of  the 
province  that  our  report  has  to  do. 

We  had  a very  interesting  trip,  as  it 
took  us  into  country  we  had  never 
seen  before.  We  enjoyed  every  bit 
of  it  except  a few  days  that  we  were 
compelled  to  spend  waiting  on  steam- 
ers. It  took  us  something  over  ten 
days  to  get  away  from  Hong  Kong, 
but  after  that  we  made  very  good 
time.  We  had  a steamer  trip  of  forty- 
five  hours  down  the  coast  to  Hai- 
phong. Then  we  had  a train  trip  of 
three  days  from  there  to  Yunnan  Fu. 
The  trains  travel  only  in  the  day  time 
so  that  the  passengers  spend  the  night 
at  hotels.  Two  days  were  spent  in 
traveling  through  the  mountains  and 
I think  I can  say  that  in  some  ways 
it  was  the  most  wonderful  trip  I ever 
had.  The  mountains  are  not  so  mas- 
sive as  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  Amer- 
ica, but  in  some  ways  thk  scenery  is 
grander.  After  we  passed  through 
Tongkin  and  crossed  the  border  into 
Yunnan  it  was  a steady  climb  until 
we  reached  an  elevation  of  2050 
meters  just  about  two  hours  before 
we  reached  \Tunnan  Fu.  Then  we 
came  down  a little,  and  when  we 
reached  Yunnan  Fu  the. altitude  was 
about  6000  feet. 

All,  or  practically  all,  the  mission 
work  that  has  been  done  in  Yunnan 
has  been  done  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  province.  The  southern  part  has 
been  neglected.  There  are  great  towns 
there,  as  you  will  see  in  our  report,  of 
a hundred  thousand  or  more  where 
there  has  never  been  any  mission 
work  done.  The  one  that  interested 
us  most  was  the  city  of  Ko  Chiu,  the 
centre  of  the  great  tin  mining  dis- 
trict. There  are  over  a hundred  thou- 
sand people  there  all  the  time  and 
during  the  tin  mining  season  there 
are  perhaps  twice  that  number.  They 
have  no  provision  made  for  them  for 
hearing  the  gospel.  Last  year  there 
was  an  epidemic  of  some  kind  there, 
and  it  is  said  that  ten  thousand  died, 
and  there  was  no  medical  help  for 
them.  It  is  a good  centre  for  mission- 


ary work  for  men  come  there  from  all 
parts  of  the  province  and  then  go 
home.  If  they  could  be  brought  in 
touch  with  the  gospel  they  could  take 
it  home  with  them.  A railroad  will 
be  finished  within  a year  that  will 
bring  this  town  into  connection  with 
the  French  railroad,  over  which  we 
traveled,  going  up  from  Haiphong.  In 
that  district  you  will  see  by  our  re- 
port and  the  map  there  are  other 
large  cities  and  tow^s,  so  that  there 
is  a great  possibility  for  work  there. 
As  one  old  missionary  who  has  been 
in  Yunnan  Fu  for  a good  many  years 
said  we  will  have  plenty  of  elbow 
room  there. 

The  climate  in  Ko  Chiu  and  Meng 
Tsz  is  better  than  Yunnan  Fu,  as  the 
altitude  is  not  so  great.  It  does  not 
get  so  hot  as  it  does  in  Tak  Hing  and 
Lo  Ting,  and  still  it  does  not  have  the 
inconveniences  that  are  felt  in  the 
higher  altitude  of  Yunnan  Fu. 

I wish  I could  see  you  and  tell  you* 
all  about  it.  It  is  hard  to  write  very 
much  in  a letter.  I hope  you  will  see 
Dr.  Wright  as  early  in  the  summer  as 
possible  as  he  will  be  able  to  tell  you 
more  about  the  place  and  prospects 
for  work  than  you  can  get  by  letter. 

I came  home  very  much  impressed 
with  the  desirability  of  our  church 
opening  work  in  Meng  Tsz,  Ko  Chiu 
and  the  other  places  mentioned  in  our 
report.  This  is  an  opportunity  for 
the  Covenanter  Church  which  she  has 
never  had  before.  This  whole  great 
country  is  open  for  us.  Until  eight 
years  ago,  when  this  railroad  was 
built  from  Haiphong  to  Yunnan  Fu. 
this  province  was  the  most  inacces- 
sible of  all  the  provinces  of  China. 
It  then  took  six  months  to  go  from 
Shanghai  up  there.  Now  it  is  one  of 
the  most  accessible  and  can  be  reached 
in  two  days  in  comfort  from  Haip- 
hong. 

I also  feel  that  it  is  important  for 
us  to  be  moving  if  we  are  going  to 
open  work  there.  The  war  is  over 
now  and  other  missions  are  likely  to 
be  ready  to  take  on  new  work  so  that 
this  district  may  not  be  open  very 
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long*.  There  is  also  the  great  need 
there  that  makes  it  necessary  that  we 
should  not  delay  any  longer  than  pos- 
sible. 

To  begin  work  there  does  not  mean 
that  we  should  necessarily  have  a 
large  force  to  send  at  once.  We  can 
send  what  we  have  and  add  to  it  as 
time  goes  on.  You  will  notice  that 
it  is  recommended  in  the  report  that 
older  missionaries  who  have  had  ex- 
perience with  the  Chinese  go  first 
and  open  work.  Two  or  three  older 
ones,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  plenty 
to  send  from  here  and  then  after  that 
we  could  draw  on  new  recruits  sent 
from  America.  This  would  not  neo 
essarily  cripple  the  work  that  we  are 
doing  in  South  China.  We  are  work- 
ing up  self-support  here  now,  and  I 
believe  we  can  use  the  money  and  the 
men  at  our  disposal  to  better  advan- 
tage if  we  had  a larger  field  or  if  we 
had  a field  in  another  part  of  China. 
All  the  buildings  that  are  put  up  in 
Yunnan  are  of  mud  brick,  so  that  the 
building  need  not  be  so  much  of  an 
item.  This  is  certainly  the  best  chance 
we  could  get,  all  things  considered,  in 
all  of  China. 

Someone  said  the  other  evening 
when  we  were  talking  the  matter  over 
that  there  would  likely  be  a greater 
call  from  Syria  than  ever  before.  I 
hope  that  will  be  the  case  but  I do 
not  think  that  should  keep  us  back 
from  entering  into  this  new  work  in 
China.  I have  faith  to  believe  the 
Covenanter  Church  can  do  both.  I 
do  not  need  to  write  of  conditions  at 
home,  though,  for  you  know  them 
better  than  I.  It  is  a little  hard  to 
stop  when  I get  to  writing  about  this 
new  field  for  I have  been  thinking  a 
good  deal  about  it  this  last  few 
months  and  especially  since  I have 
been  on  this  trip  to  Yunnan  province. 
I feel  that  a great  opportunity  has 
come  to  the  Covenanter  Church  and 
hope  we  can  enter  in. 

We  are  all  in  our  usual  health  here. 
There  is  a good  deal  of  plague,  one 
old  lady  dying  in  our  compound  two 
weeks  ago.  The  Lord  has  graciously 


preserved  us,  though,  and  has  allowed 
no  harm  to  come  nigh  us. 

I hope  you  will  get  our  papers  on 
the  new  field  before  the  meeting  of 
Synod  but  I am  afraid  they  will  be  a 
little  late.  I am  sorry,  for  you  will 
want  to  get  the  matter  before  the 
Church  as  soon  as  possible. 

With  kindest  regards  from  both  of 
us  to  yourself  and  Mrs.  Wilson,  I am, 
Sincerely  yours, 

E.  C.  Mitchell. 

* * * * 

THE  FINANCIAL  NEEDS  OF 
LATAKIA. 

During  the  hurry  of  the  closing 
hours  of  Synod  the  question  was  very 
properly  raised  as  to  whether  the 
$35,000  asked  for  as  an  appropriation 
to  the  Levant  Mission  provided  for 
an  advance  in  the  work.  The  Board’s 
representative  replied  that  the  Board 
had  asked  in  the  request  for  appro- 
priation for  merely  what  would  be 
required,  as  nearly  as  could  then  be 
estimated,  to  maintain  the  present 
basis  of  operation.  Since  Synod  ad- 
journed a letter  from  the  Mission  in 
Latakia  has  been  received.  They  had 
held  a regular  meeting  May  6,  after 
Dr.  Balph’s  return.  After  going  care- 
fully over  the  needs  they  wrote  what 
substantiates  the  representation  of 
the  Board  to  Synod,  and  what  would 
have  been  more  nearly  the  exact  in- 
formation the  Synod  was  wanting. 
First  of  all,  the  mission  has  incurred 
a debt  of  between  14,000  and  15,000 
dollars.  This  must  be  paid.  Then  to 
quote  from  the  Mission’s  letter : “The 
wages  of  our  native  workers,  which 
have  been  kept  down  to  the  lowest 
limit,  will  need  to  be  considerably  in- 
creased so  that  they  may  be  able  to 
live  without  continual  anxiety  as  to 
ways  and  means.” 

“Prices  of  all  commodities  have  in- 
creased to  two  or  three  times  what 
they  were  before  the  war,  so  that  the 
running  expenses  of  the  work  will  be 
much  more  than  heretofore.” 

“The  buildings  need  very  extensive 
repairs,  which  cannot  be  carried  out 
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at  present  because  materials,  such  as 
lumber,  nails  and  other  hardware, 
cement,  roofing  tile,  etc.,  are  not  to  be 
had  until  shipping  facilities  are  better 
opened  up.”  (When  they  are  available 
they  will  certainly  cost  much  above 
what  they  ever  cost  before  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  work.)  “The  furnishings 
and  supplies  of  both  schools  have  been 
during  the  years  of  the  war  almost  de- 
pleted, having  been  used  to  help  those 
in  great  need,  and  must  be  wholly  re- 
newed before  work  can  begin.” 
Knowing  that  the  entire  Church  is 
interested  in  the  needs  of  the  Syrian 
field  we  gladly  give  it  out  in  this  first 
issue  of  the  magazine  since  Synod. 

We  may  assume  that  conditions  in 
Asia  Minor  are  analogous. 

Findley  M.  Wilson, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

REPORT  FROM  NICOSIA,  CYPRUS 


By  Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D. 

In  continuation  of  the  work  as  re- 
ported last  year,  we  continued  teach- 
ing in  the  school  at  Larnaca  and  also 
carrying  on  the  medical  work  in 
Nicosia  (a  sort  of  Dr.  Jekyl  and  Mr. 
Hyde  personality)  until  February, 
when  Mrs.  McCarroll  took  a forced 
rest  in  bed  for  a few  weeks,  the  cause 
being  paratyphoid  fever.  After  re- 
covery she  resumed  school  work,  and 
we  carried  on  till  the  close  of  school, 
then  we  removed  to  Nicosia,  and  de- 
voted our  whole  time  to  medical  work, 
which,  on  account  of  the  unusual 
amount  of  illness  was  continued  all 
through  the  summer,  excepting  for 
five  or  six  days,  when  we  just  had  to 
run  away  from  it  all  and  stayed  in  a 
khan  in  the  foothills.  When  school 
reopened  in  the  fall  Mrs.  McCarroll 
did  not  feel  fit  for  teaching  but  felt 
that  household  cares  were  sufficient 
for  her  this  year,  so  she  did  not  take 
up  school  work  this  year.  However, 
we  devised  another  plan  for  partly 
making  up  for  the  shortage  in  teach- 
ers, and  that  was  by  taking  Mr.  Dimi- 
triades  along  with  me  every  week,  and 
so  my  brother  is  partly  relieved  for 


three  days,  and  is  thus  given  an  op- 
portunity for  accomplishing  a few  of 
the  multitude  of  otner  things  which 
are  constantly  piling  up.  Things 
went  on  fairly  well  until  the  enemy, 
Spanish  flu,  began  poisoning  the  air 
with  his  germs.  Mrs.  McCarroll  and 
myself  were  among  the  first  victims, 
then  Mr.  Dimitriades  (he  had  a sec- 
ond attack  as  well),  then  it  went 
through  the  whole  school — students, 
teachers  and  all.  Many  of  our  church 
members  also  were  ill,  but,  fortunate- 
ly, there  were  no  fatalities  to  record, 
either  in  school  or  the  church,  al- 
though the  disease  has  been  severe 
in  Cyprus  and  the  mortality  heavy. 
The  clinics  have  been  held  regularly 
twice  a week  throughout  the  year, 
missing  only  two  or  three,  and  that 
for  various  reasons,  especially  illness. 
As  the  statistical  report  shows,  the 
clinics  have  been  well  attended  and 
the  cash  receipts  far  exceed  any  pre- 
vious record.  This  is  partly  due  to 
the  increased  amount  of  illness  and 
also  to  increased  amount  of  ready 
money  among  the  villagers.  The  Gov- 
ernment bought  thousands  of  mules, 
also  goats,  potatoes  and  other  prod- 
ucts for  the  Salonika  forces,  paying 
cash ; also  many  interpreters  were 
sent,  at  good  wages,  and  thousands 
of  muleteers.  All  this,  including 
money  sent  by  Cyprists  in  America, 
caused  a greater  circulation  of  money 
in  Cyprus  than  has,  probably,  ever 
been  known  here.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  cost  of  living  has  correspondingly 
increased  and  many  who  have  not 
shared  in  the  prosperity  find  it 
doubly  hard  to  keep  the  spirit  in  its 
temple  of  clay.  Lately  we  have  not 
been  giving  many  tracts,  but  we  are 
selling  portions  of  the  Bible,  usually 
one  of  the  Gospels  or  the  Acts.  We 
hand  one  of  the  gospels  to  the  patient 
along  with  his  medicine  and  add  the 
price  to  the  price  of  the  medicine. 
Occasionally  a patient  objects  and  we 
take  the  portion  back.  We  have  sold 
several  hundred  portions  in  this  way 
during  the  past  year,  and  now,  our 
stock  being  completely  exhausted,  the 
people  are  asking  for  the  little  books. 
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One  man  used  to  come  in  every  two 
or  three  months  and  buy  about  two 
dozen  portions.  I suppose  he  would 
sell  them  at  a profit.  Anyway  he  was 
doing  colporteur  work  without  pay 
from  the  Mission. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  much  ac- 
tivity and,  we  hope,  of  some  progress. 
We  have  great  reason  for  gratitude  to 
the  Heavenly  Father  for  his  care  dur- 
ing the  trying  years  of  war.  We  have 
been  kept  from  harm  and  abundantly 
provided  for,  while  only  a few  miles 
away  from  us,  on  the  mainland,  was 
want  and  suffering,  the  extent  of 
which  will  probably  never  be  known. 
And  now  we  are  anticipating  with  joy 
and  pleasure  the  reunion  with  our 
dear  ones  in  the  homeland,  in  the  not 
distant  future,  if  the  One  whose  we 
are  and  whom  we  serve  so  wills  it. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

Calvin  McCarroll. 

* * * * 

OBITUARY. 


Mrs.  R.  J.  Jamison. 

For  the  second  time  this  year  the 
Women’s  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Second  Church  of  the  Covenanters, 
Philadelphia,  has  been  called  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  one  of  its  members,  Mrs. 
Maria  Jamison,  wife  of  Mr.  Robert  J. 
Jamison. 

Identified  with  the  congregation 
from  its  earliest  years,  an  active 
member  of  our  missionary  society  and 
the  founder  and  inspiration  of  the 
Ladies’  Aid  Society,  she  filled  a large 
place  in  our  hearts. 

She  presented  to  the  congregation 
a splendid  “Blue  Banner”  in  silk  and 
gold,  “For  Christ’s  Crown  and  Cove- 
nant,” to  be  displayed  in  the  pulpit — 
a constant  challenge  to  our  loyalty 
to  the  King  and  Head  of  the  Church, 
and  to  our  martyr  fathers  whose 
blood  courses  in  our  veins. 

We  ask  the  comfort  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  for  her  husband  in  his  grief, 
for  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Nettie  Jami- 
son, and  for  her  son. 


“Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in 
the  Lord.” 

Mattie  J.  Henry, 
Jane  Peoples. 

Hs  sfc  sfc  H* 

MRS.  MARY  McKELVY. 

The  Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
at  Hetherton,  Mich.,  has  sustained  a 
great  loss  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mary 
McKelvy,  one  of  its  senior  members, 
who  was  called  home  on  Friday,  May 
16,  1919.  We  miss  her  gentle  pres- 
ence among  us.  She  was  for  fifteen 
years  treasurer  of  this  society. 

Resolved  (1)  That  we,  realizing 
the  loss  we  have  sustained,  submit  to 
God’s  will  in  this  providence. 

(2)  That  we  express  an  apprecia- 
tion of  her  cheerful  Christian  life. 

(3)  That  we  extend  our  sympathy 
to  her  family,  who  mourn  the  loss  of 
a good  mother. 

(4)  That  a copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  sent  to  the  church  papers  and 
also  to  her  bereaved  children. 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Jameson, 
Mrs.  D.  B.  Elsey, 

Committee. 

❖ * * * 

MRS.  THOMPSON.  . 

Resolutions  on  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Thompson,  of  the  Eskridge  Ladies’ 
Missionary  Society : 

Inasmuch  as  it  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  to  call  to  her  eternal  rest 
our  sister  in  the  Lord,  be  it  resolved, 

1.  That  we  bow  in  humble  submis- 
sion to  His  will,  “Who  doeth  all  things 
well 

2.  That  we  recognize  her  true 
Christian  character  and  earnestness; 

3.  That  we  extend  sympathy  to 
her  companion,  her  sister  and  aged 
father,  .commending  them  to  Him  who 
alone  is  able  to  comfort  their  hearts 
by  His  grace. 

By  order  of  L.  M.  S., 

Mrs.  Sylvia  Dill, 
Mrs.  Mary  Hay, 

Committee. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  FIELD 

AND  NOTES  OF  THE  WORKERS 
Edited  by  Mrs.  Findley  M.  Wilson,  2517  North  Franklin  Street, 

Philadelphia,  Penna. 


APPEAL  FOR  AN  INDUSTRIAL 

WORKER  FOR  THE  MISSION 

IN  CHINA. 

The  Mission  in  China  has  decided 
to  introduce  Industrial  Training  into 
the  scheme  of  service  in  Tak  Hing 
district.  Synod  and  the  Board  have 
approved  the  proposal.  This  branch 
of  the  service  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Rev.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel. 
Being  a graduate  of  Manhattan  Agri- 
cultural College,  Mr.  Mitchel  is  qual- 
ified for  this  work.  But  being  also 
educated  for  the  ministry,  it  is  not 
the  intention  that  he  shall  have  charge 
except  temporarily.  At  the  earliest 
possible  date  the  Board  desires  to 
send  a young  man  fully  qualified  to 
take  his  place  that  Mr.  Mitchel  may 
devote  himself  to  preaching.  Appli- 
cants should  address  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary.  If  a young  man  is  to 
go  out  this  fall,  there  is  no  time  to 

lose.  Here  is  an  urgent  call ! 

* * * * 

Dr.  J.  M.  Wright  and  family  ar- 
rived in  San  Francisco,  June  11th. 
They  went  from  there  to  spend  a few 
weeks  with  Mrs.  Wright’s  mother,  in 
Albany,  Oregon.  Thereafter  they  will 
visit  at  Denison,  Kansas,  the  home  of 
Dr.  Wright. 

* * * * 

Rev.  Walter  McCarroll  landed  in 
New  York  Monday,  June  2d.  After 
a few  days  with  his  family  in  Beaver 
Falls  he  reached  Synod  Friday  even- 
ing, June  6th.  Strange  to  say  for  one 
who  has  been  so  long  in  the  service 
of  our  church,  this  was  his  first  ap- 
pearance on  the  floor  of  the  Synod. 
He  was  given  a most  hearty  welcome. 
His  missionary  addresses  to  Synod 
and  to  the  Women’s  Organization 

were  highly  appreciated. 

* * * * 

A telegram  from  Greeley,  Col.,  on 
June  21,  tells  that  Rev.  J.  K.  Robb 


had  reached  there  on  his  way  home 
from  China.  After  the  Sabbath  spent 
in  Greeley  he  expected  to  arrive  at  his 
home  in  Topeka  on  Tuesday,  the  24th. 

* :Jc  $ Hs 

Captain  Samuel  Edgar,  A.  R.  C., 
arrived  in  New  York  on  June  30th. 
He  spent  a few  days  with  friends  in 
Brookline,  Mass.,  and  reached  the 
home  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
in  Philadelphia  on  Saturday  evening. 
He  addressed  all  three  of  our  churches 
in  this  city  on  Sabbath,  July  6th.  He 
has  a most  thrilling  story.  Monday 
he  started  for  Greeley,  Colorado,  to 
meet  his  wife  and  children.  His  ad- 
dress is  1465  Tenth  street.  He  hopes 
to  return  to  Syria  in  the  autumn. 

* * * * 

Miss  Mary  Adams  is  spending  the 
latter  part  of  her  furlough  with  her 
family  and  friends  in  Sterling,  Kan., 
while  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kempf  are  stay- 
ing for  a few  weeks  at  Greeley,  Col. 
Mr.  Kempf  is  supplying  the  pulpit 
during  the  vacation  of  the  Greeley 
pastor. 

* * * * 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  M.  Adams,  of 
Sterling,  Kan.,  parents  of  mission- 
aries, Mary  R.  and  the  Rev.  R.  C. 
Adams,  were  at  Synod  this  year.  They 
have  eight  children,  and  the  eighth  in 
turn  graduated  this  spring  from  a 
Christian  college.  These  parents  are 
dedicating  their  jewels  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  One  of  the  questions 
uppermost  in  the  counsels  of  Synod 
this  year  was:  How  shall  we  lead 

the  young  men  and  women  of  the 
church  to  devote  their  lives  to  the 
work  of  the  Kingdom  of  God?  Olive 
Trees  would  suggest  that  the  secret 
has  been  discovered  in  those  homes 
whence  come  the  persons  whose 
names  r.ppcr.r  on  our  third  cc-"::  ra~e. 
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SYRIA. 

Latakia,  Syria.  A very  welcome 
letter  from  Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar,  of 
Latakia.  How  we  rejoice  with  them 
that  they  again  have  a sense  of  secur- 
ity and  a freedom  from  great  anxiety 
that  they  carried  so  long!  We  give 
Miss  Edgar’s  letter  in  its  entirety : 
“Latakia,  May  7,  1919. 
“Dear  Mrs.  Wilson. 

“I  wrote  Dr.  Wilson  last  month.  I 
did  not  then  know  that  you  are  the 
conductor  of  the  letters  from  the  field. 
You  see  that  is  the  result  of  four  years 
without  much  news  and  most  of  it 
without  Olive  Trees.  How  much  we 
have  missed  the  little  magazine!  I 
have  been  hoping  that  you  would  send 
it  to  us  when  the  new  year  began.  I 
happened  on  a copy  of  the  January 
number,  which  came,  I think,  among 
some  papers  which  Mrs.  Hoskins  sent 
me  from  Beirout.  It  was  good  to  see 
it  again.  Hope  we  may  soon  get  it 
regularly.  We  are  getting  accustomed 
now  to  feeling  free  again,  but  we  have 
not  yet  gotten  over  the  joy  and  thank- 
fulness of  it. 

“I  see  in  the  Olive  Trees  a note 
from  my  sister,  written  from  Switz- 
erland on  October  9,  in  which  she 
mentions  having  had  a note  from  me 
and  thinks  the  British  troops  could 
not  yet  have  reached  Latakia,  and 
says  'How  glad  she  (Mrs.  Stewart 
and  myself)  would  be  to  see  those 
autos  whirling  in.’  But  not  an  auto 
nor  a Britisher  did  we  see.  I think 
we  would  have  been  glad ! 

“There  was  nothing  dramatic  about 
the  way  the  change  came  to  us;  so 
quietly  and  easily  that  days  passed 
before  we  could  believe  the  news  was 
true.  No  news  at  all  was  allowed  to 
the  people  that  could  be  kept  from 
them,  but,  of  course,  now  and  then 
some  leaked  through  to  us.  When 
we  heard  that  Jerusalem  was  taken 
everyone  thought  the  end  was  near  at 
hand;  months  passed  and  then  we 
heard  of  Nablus,  then  we  thought 
surely  deliverance  is  near,  and  we 
wondered  why  they  were  so  slow,  for 
we  knew  there  was  nothing  north  of 
Damascus  to  stop  them.  We  had 


begun  to  think  we  were  in  for  another 
winter  of  the  war  when  one  day, 
October  2d,  Mr.  Sadik  Fattal  came  in 
on  his  way  home  to  dinner,  and  said, 
‘Good  news  for  you,  Miss  Edgar!  The 
British  are  in  Damascus,  Beirout  has 
surrendered,  and  telegrams  are  com- 
ing to  the  government  here  demand- 
ing the  surrender  of  Latakia !’  Is  it 
any  wonder  that  we  doubted  it?  Of 
couse  the  whole  town  was  excited  over 
the  news.  It  did  seem  too  good  to  be 
true.  We  still  had  some  lingering 
doubts  until  a few  days  later  when 
the  French  warships  began  to  come 
and  the  officers  landed  and  visited  us. 

“Then  came  a telegram  from  Rev. 
Edgar — I had  known  through  my 
sister,  for  some  time,  that  he  and  Miss 
Mearns  and  Miss  Metheny  were  some- 
where in  Palestine asking  about 

our  welfare.  At  the  beginning  of 
December  he  was  able  to  make  us  a 
little  visit.  It  seemed  very  wonderful 
having  been  compelled  to  leave  just  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  he  should 
be  the  first  to  get  back  to  us.  How 
we  did  enjoy  his  visit! 

“At  that  time  we  were  anxious  about 
Dr.  Stewart.  There  had  been  no  word 
from  him  since  late  in  September. 
Those  were,  perhaps,  the  most  anxious 
days  of  that  long  hard  year  for  Mrs. 
Stewart,  not  knowing  what  the  Turks 
might  do  to  their  prisoners  in  the 
humiliation  of  defeat  and  loss.  But 
God  was  very  merciful,  and  on  the 
day  Captain  Edgar  left  us  Dr.  Stew- 
art arrived  safely,  and  again  we  had 
occasion  for  rejoicing  and  thankful- 
ness. 

“A  day  or  two  after  New  Year,  Mr. 
McFarland  came,  giving  us  a pleasant 
surprise  and  making  us  a ten  days’ 
visit.  We  had  a communion  season 
while  he  was  here,  the  first  since 
1915.  It  was  very  profitable  and 
pleasant  and  encouraging.  We  could 
hardly  have  believed  so  large  a num- 
ber of  our  people  could  be  gathered 
after  the  scattering  and  sifting  there 
had  been  in  these  years.  There  were 
many  vacant  places,  quite  a number 
have  gone  to  worship  about  the  great 
white  throne,  some  through  ‘great 


OLIVE  TREES 


419 


tribulation’  had  reached  their  full- 
ness of  joy.  But  it  was  with  thankful 
hearts  we  sat  with  our  brethren  left 
to  us  and  remembered  our  Saviour’s 
love  and  sacrifice. 

“Since  the  middle  of  February  Cap- 
tain Edgar  has  been  with  us  at  work 
for  the  American  Red  Cross  in  this 
district.  How  much  he  has  brought 
of  cheer  and  help  to  all  and  the  poor 
down-trodden  remnants  of  the  Arme- 
enians  are  beginning  to  take  heart 
of  hope  again,  that  they  will  be  able 
to  get  out  of  the  very  depths  of  pov- 
erty and  start  anew.  Also  here  in 
Latakia  those  who  were  at  their  wit’s 
end  as  to  how  to  get  something  to  eat 
and  wear  have  had  a share  of  the 
R.  C.  assistance. 

“Last  week  we  welcomed  Dr.  Balph 
back  after  his  long  absence.  All 
Latakia  is  glad  to  have  him  back 
again  and  they  gave  him  a great  wel- 
come. All  are  sorry  that  he  comes 
alone,  for  Mrs.  Balph  was  much  loved 
and  her  influence  for  good  greatly  felt. 
People  remark  so  often,  ‘How  she 
loved  the  people  of  Latakia,’  and  that 
is  very  true,  and  there  was  almost  no 
one  with  whom  Mrs.  Balph  came  in 
contact  who  did  not  receive  from  her 
a message  of  her  Lord.  Now  she  re- 
joices with  the  Lord  she  so  much 
loved  and  truly  served. 

“Our  fellow-workers  in  Mersine  will 
be  rejoicing  these  days  in  that  they 
are  all  united  again  for  work  but  they 
will  certainly  miss  the  beloved  young 
associate  who  has  been  called  to 
higher  and  closer  service  for  his  Lord. 
May  there  soon  be  another  to  take  his 
place. 

“We  are  now  into  our  last  term  of 
school  for  this  year.  I think  we  are 
keeping  up  a better  attendance  than 
at  the  close  of  last  year.  Miss  Mearns 
will  be  free  from  the  R.  C.  work  to 
come  to  us  in  July.  I shall  be  so  glad 
to  have  her  with  me  here  again.  Her 
experience  of  this  year  will  doubtless 
be  a great  help  to  her  for  future  work. 
I have  written  this  in  the  midst  of 
many  interruptions  and  must  close. 


“With  best  regards  to  yourself  and 
Dr.  Wilson, 

“Yours  in  His  work, 

“Maggie  B.  Edgar.” 

$ * * $ 

Dr.  Balph  also  writes  from  Latakia 
on  the  same  date,  May  7th,  as  Miss 
Edgar.  His  letter  follows : 

“I  arrived  at  Latakia,  April  30th, 
from  Mersine,  our  company  all  having 
reached  that  place  after  a trip  of  six 
days  by  rail  from  Constantinople.  We 
found  the  brethren  there  well,  and  no 
doubt  you  have  had  word  from  them 
before  this. 

“I  have  deferred  writing  from  here 
to  this  time  until  I could  get  the  lay 
of  things  somewhat,  and  also  be- 
cause there  have  been  so  many  things 
to  take  my  time.  Naturally  much  of 
first  week  has  gone  in  seeing  people 
and  listening  to  what  they  had  to  say. 
We  had  a mission  meeting  last  night, 
Dr.  Stewart,  Miss  Edgar  and  I pres- 
ent. The  matter  of  the  future  out- 
look was  discussed  at  length,  and  the 
message  of  the  Board  to  the  Mission 
in  regard  to  future  plans  was  pre- 
sented. Also  the  request  that  an  esti- 
mate of  value  of  property  be  made 
out,  with  specifications  of  buildings, 
property,  etc. 

“After  talking  matters  over  with 
Dr.  Stewart,  I find  that  the  Mission 
has  not  had  any  remittance  from  our 
treasurer  since  June,  1917.  The 
American  Press  in  Beirout  has  fur- 
nished them  with  money,  and  the 
amount  now  due  the  press  is  approx- 
imative^ 1800  pounds  sterling.  They 
have  also  borrowed  here  in  Latakia 
about  900  sterling,  making  the  pres- 
ent debt  of  the  Mission  about  2700 
sterling. 

“Dr.  Stewart  has  submitted  to  the 
treasurer  a financial  report  embody- 
ing these  facts,  and  I only  mention 
them  incidentally. 

“Those  who  are  here  think  that  the 
first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  cancel  the 
debt  against  the  Mission.  The  $5000 
that  I brought  with  me,  as  you  will 
see,  would  not  cover  much  more  than 
the  third  of  that  debt,  and  naturally  a 
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considerable  amount  of  that  must  go 
for  current  expenses,  so  that  we  will 
need  to  have  over  2000  sterling  at 
once  to  be  able  to  pay  off  the  debt, 
and  meet  the  running  expenses.  I do 
not  know  what  the  treasurer,  Mr. 
Steele,  may  have  paid  to  the  Presby- 
terian Board  in  the  meantime  to  off- 
set the  amount  received  from  the 
Press.  But  the  fact  is  this  amount  of 
debt  remains. 

“In  view  of  this  fact,  and  in  view  of 
the  unsettled  condition  of  affairs  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  Dr.  Stewart  and  fam- 
ily expect  to  leave  for  America  as 
soon  as  they  can  get  passage,  and  that 
Miss  Edgar  should  have  a vacation 
for  several  months  of  the  summer  at 
some  place  where  she  can  rest  and 
recuperate  so  that  she  may  be  able  to 
take  up  the  work  in  the  fall,  it  was 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  that  no 
new  work  should  be  undertaken  this 
year,  and  that  the  boarding  schools 
should  not  be  carried  on  for  the  com- 
ing year,  with  the  exception  of  caring 
for  a few  orphaned  children  that  must 
be  looked  after. 

“Owing  to  the  fact  that  all  the  build- 
ings are  much  out  of  repair,  and  that 
materials  cannot  at  present  be  pro- 
cured, and  that  almost  all  the  bedding 
and  cots  for  use  in  the  boarding 
schools  have  been  used  for  those  who 
lost  all,  and  will  have  to  be  replaced, 
and  as  such  things  cannot  now  be 
purchased  here,  it  seems  to  me  that 
for  the  next  year  we  will  have  all  that 
can  possibly  be  done  to  repair  these 
losses,  and  to  get  the  buildings  in 
order  for  work  later. 

“It  is  the  mind  of  the  Mission  to 
continue  the  day  schools,  and  perhaps 
a few  boarding  pupils  as  mentioned 
above,  until  such  time  as  things  can 
be  put  in  order  and  the  necessary 
preparations  made  for  beginning  the 
work  in  the  regular  way. 

Captain  Edgar  has  been  here  for 
some  time,  visiting  Gunamia,  Kessab, 
and  the  Suadea  region,  relieving  as 
far  as  possible  the  most  urgent  neces- 
sities of  those  who  have  returned  to 
their  homes.  He  is  now,  with  James 


Stewart,  on  a visit  to  Kessab,  Suadea, 
and  Antioch.  I understand  he  ex- 
pects to  return  home  in  June,  if  pos- 
sible, that  he  may  bring  his  family 
out  in  the  fall. 

“Miss  Edgar,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Mission,  was  appointed  to  write  you 
the  official  letter  from  the  Mission 
and  will  set  all  these  things  before 
you  more  fully.  A young  man  who 
had  formerly  been  teaching  for  the 
Mission  was  asked  a short  time  ago 
to  open  the  work  again  at  Jendaria,  a 
school,  and  conduct  the  Sabbath  ser- 
vices there.  It  is  also  hoped  to  em- 
ploy a woman  as  Bible  Reader,  to  do 
visiting  here  in  the  city.  If  condi- 
tions are  favorable  I think  there  will 
be  no  doubt  in  regard  to  our  being 
able  to  open  the  most  of  the  village 
schools  as  soon  as  there  is  sufficient 
force  on  the  field  to  oversee  the  work. 

“The  French  have  charge  here,  and 
good  order  exists,  and  everything  is 
being  done  that  is  possible  for  the 
welfare  of  the  country.  If  they  re- 
main here,  as  it  seems  quite  probable, 
we  hope  for  a better  condition  in  the 
near  future.  You  can  readily  under- 
stand that  after  the  terrible  ravages 
of  the  war  and  disease  that  has  pre- 
vailed so  largely  it  will  take  time  to 
restore  things  to  their  normal  condi- 
tions. 

“I  expect  to  go  to  Beirout  tomor- 
row to  try  and  get  drugs  to  begin 
work.  As  I belong  to  Syria,  I did  not 
get  anything  from  Constantinople, 
but  the  committee  there  gave  me  a 
letter  to  Beirout,  stating  that  I was 
entitled  to  what  I needed  from  the 
stores  there.  I do  not  know  whether 
they  have  what  I will  need  but  am 
going  down  to  see.  I must  also  at- 
tend to  getting  the  paper  that  I 
brought  along  cashed,  and  bring  back 
to  Latakia  the  money  that  will  be 
needed  here.  I hope  to  be  able  to 
return  in  one  week. 

“The  beds,  bedding  and  hospital 
supplies  were  all  bought  at  a nominal 
price  by  the  government,  and  we  will 
need  to  have  all  those  things  new  be- 
fore we  can  open  the  hospital  work 
to  any  extent.  But  I hope  to  resume 
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regular  medical  work  as  soon  as  I 
return  from  Beirout.  It  is  not  likely 
we  will  be  able  to  have  any  hospital 
work  before  the  beginning  of  the 
coming  year. 

“As  soon  after  my  return  as  pos- 
sible, I will  try  and  make  an  estimate 
of  what  is  needed  and  write  you  in 
regard  to  it.  I have  not  had  time  yet 
to  look  into  the  matter  sufficiently  to 
write  intelligibly  of  it;  besides,  I do 
not  know  what  help  I may  be  able  to 
get  from  Beirout. 

“The  weather  here  is  fine,  crops 
only  fair,  not  up  to  the  average. 
Plenty  of  green  food  in  market,  but 
prices  are  still  high,  although  they 
have  declined  very  much  from  what 
they  were.  It  takes  about  ten  cents’ 
worth ' of  bread  for  a person  a day. 
Rice  is  15  cents  a pound;  meat  dear. 
There  is  very  little  of  anything  to  be 
had  in  the  stores  yet.  There  are  many 
things  that  would  be  interesting  to 
you  to  know,  no  doubt,  but  I have  not 
been  here  long  enough  to  write  about 
them.  There  is  misery  yet  on  every 
side,  although  there  has  been  a great 
work  done  in  the  way  of  relief.  Very 
many  of  our  people  have  fallen  a prey 
to  death  in  its  many  forms.” 


ASIA  MINOR. 

Mersine,  Asia  Minor.  It  is  good  to 
know  that  after  their  long  journey 
and  a wearisome  wait,  the  Willson 
family  are  at  home  in  Mersine.  Rev. 
R.  E.  Wilson’s  fine  letter  tells  about 
the  last  stages  of  their  trip,  and  how 
they  found  the  friends  at  Mersine, 
and  about  their  possessions  left  be- 
hind so  long  ago : 

“After  our  long  wait  we  are’  at  last 
able  to  report  arrival  in  Mersine.  We 
reached  Mersine  a week  ago  yester- 
day, April  23d,  and,  perhaps,  a short 
account  of  the  last  stages  of  our  jour- 
ney may  be  of  interest. 

“We  wTere  at  Prinkipo  and  Constan- 
tinople a little  over  five  weeks  alto- 
gether. On  Monday,  April  14th,  in 
consultation  with  the  leaders  of  the 
Commission  it  was  definitely  decided 
to  abandon  the  idea  of  going  by 
steamer  and  go  by  train.  This  in- 


cluded those  also  who  were  bound  for 
Beirut  and  other  parts  of  Syria.  Two 
or  three  different  times  they  tnought 
they  had  made  definite  arrangements 
for  steamer  but  as  often  something 
would  suddenly  upset  all  the  plans. 
The  British  military  authorities  had 
refused  to  send  through  any  more 
special  trains,  but  consented  to  put 
on  a limited  number  of  cars  on  their 
regular  trains  and  run  them  through 
thus.  Those  to  go  were  made  up  into 
two  groups,  the  first  including  work- 
ers for  Hadgin,  Aleppo,  Aintab,  Ma- 
rash,  Mardin  and  Mersine;  the  sec- 
ond, workers  Beirut  and  the  section 
south  of  Aleppo.  We  were  thus  in- 
cluded in  the  first  company  so  that 
we  went  back  to  our  quarters  in  Prin- 
kipo that  night  with  the  welcome 
news  that  we  were  to  move.  We 
packed  that  evening,  and  the  next 
morning  took  the  ferry  for  Constan- 
tinople with  bag  and  baggage.  I 
should  have  stated  that  these  units 
are  all  made  up  at  Derind  je,  and 
started  out  from  there.  Derind  je  is 
a station  on  the  Anatolian  section  of 
the  Bagdad  Railway  line  and  also  a 
seaport  near  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of 
Ismid.  It  is  about  50  miles  from  Con- 
stantinople. The  Germans  had  had  a 
large  supply  depot  there,  and  had  put 
up  large  warehouses  for  the  accom- 
modation of  their  goods.  These  ware- 
houses have  been  taken  over  by  the 
Committee  for  Relief,  and  are  being 
used  by  them  as  stores  and  base  of 
supplies.  It  was  necessary  for  us  to 
get  from  Constantinople  to  Derind  je 
on  the  train.  We  left  Prinkipo  Tues- 
day morning,  expecting  to  go  to  De- 
rind je  that  same  afternoon,  but  when 
we  got  to  Constantinople,  the  powers 
advised  us  to  wait  over  until  the 
morning  train.  This  also  gave  us 
more  opportunity  for  the  transfer  of 
baggage,  for  we  landed  in  Constanti- 
nople on  the  European  side  and  all  the 
baggage  had  to  be  ferried  to  Haidar 
Pasha,  which  is  the  railway  terminal 
on  the  Asiatic  side.  As  a matter  of 
fact  this  advice  was  well  given  for 
the  matter  of  transfer  took  us  the 
greater  part  of  the  day. 
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“We  spent  that  night  at  the  Bible 
House,  and  Wednesday  morning  took 
the  train  in  Haidar  Pasha  at  8.30  and 
arrived  in  Derind  je  about  12.30. 
Plans  are  often  changed  in  this  coun- 
try. It  was  our  expectation  when  we 
left  Constantinople  that  we  would  go 
on  from  Derind  je  that  same  evening, 
but  when  we  reached  that  place  we 
found  that  we  could  not  start  until 
the  next  evening.  The  intervening 
time  was  spent  in  making  ready  our 
special  palace  cars  for  the  trip.  These 
were  of  the  variety  commonly  called 
box  cars,  the  supposed  capacity 
plainly  inscribed  on  the  outside  of 
each  car,  ‘8  horses  or  40  men.’  But 
as  arranged  by  the  A.  C.  R.  N.  E.  for 
the  accommodation  of  their  workers 
they  were  not  so  bad.  Our  party  was 
made  up  of  about  thirty  people.  For 
the  comfort  of  these  there  were  six 
cars,  four  cars  (Pullman)  for  the 
passengers,  and  one  car  for  baggage 
and  stores,  and  one  cook  car.  Six 
cots  were  placed  in  each  car  with  as 
much  of  the  personal  baggage  as 
could  be  stowed  away.  Some  slept  in 
the  cook  car.  With  this  equipment 
we  were  quite  ready  for  the  journey. 
We  got  under  way  Thursday  evening 
about  7 o’clock,  and  when  after  a time 
we  found  our  way  to  our  cots  we  were 
rocked  and  bumped  to  sleep.  The 
next  day  we  were  side-tracked  at  a 
little  station  at  10.30  A.  M.,  and  were 
there  until  2.30  P.  M.  About  4 o’clock 
we  reached  the  city  of  Eski-chehir  and 
stayed  there  until  about  7.30.  We  ar- 
rived at  Konia  Saturday  P.  M.  about 
4 o’clock  and  had  to  lay  over  there 
until  Monday  morning.  Of  course, 
with  our  fine  quarters  we  were  able 
to  live  right  in  our  private  cars.  We 
got  away  from  Konia  Monday  morn- 
ing about  8 o’clock  and  from  there 
on  through  the  mountains  it  was  a 
grand  trip,  some  of  the  finest  scenery 
to  be  found  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  some  say  as  fine  as  can  be 
found  anywhere.  We  were  compelled 
to  lay  up  again  at  Bazanti  from  Mon- 
day night  about  10  o’clock  until  Tues- 
day at  10  A.  M.  on  account  of  some 
work  that  was  being  done  on  the 


tunnel.  You  are  aware,  of  course, 
that  trains  run  right  through  now. 
We  entered  the  tunnel  at  11.15  and 
got  out  at  11.50.  From  this  point  it 
was  down  grade  and  our  train  made 
fairly  good  time,  aside  from  stops,  and 
arrived  in  Adana  about  4 o’clock  P. 
M.  Tuesday. 

“At  this  point  our  party  was  to  be 
somewhat  divided.  Those  for  Hadgin 
were  to  remain  in  Adana  for  the  time ; 
our  own  car  was  to  be  sent  on  to 
Mersine,  and  we  to  take  two  ladies 
with  us  who  were  going  to  Tarsus. 
This  necessitated  quite  a good  deal 
shifting  of  baggage,  and  this  occu- 
pied the  time  Tuesday  eve  and  part 
of  the  night.  We  saw  the  Alleppo 
contingent  start  on  at  6 o’clock  Wed- 
nesday morning.  Our  own  train  left 
Adana  at  8 o’clock  and  we  reached 
Mersine  at  11.15.  Dr.  Balph  came 
right  through  with'  us.  He  was  here 
until  Monday  of  this  week,  and  then 
took  a French  steamer  for  Latakia, 
and  if  all  went  well  he  would  reach 
Latakia  Wednesday  morning. 

We  found  the  Mersine  folks  all  well 
and  apparently  glad  to  see  re-inforce- 
ments.  Mrs.  McFarland  had  reached 
Mersine  via  Egypt,  on  March  4th, 
four  days  before  we  arrived  in  Con- 
stantinople. We  have  been  very  busy 
since  putting  tne  house  into  living 
conditions  again  after  a vacancy  of 
over  five  years.  We  found  our  goods 
in  remarkably  good  condition,  consid- 
ering the  long  time  away  and  the  in- 
tervening vicissitudes  of  war.  Some 
few  things  were  missing,  which  was 
only  to  be  expected.  We  are,  indeed, 
very  grateful  for  the  Master’s  care 
through  the  long  journey,  and  that 
He  has  brought  us  at  last  safely  home ; 
glad  to  be  back  again  on  the  field  and 
in  the  work  in  the  midst  of  such  por- 
tentious  times.  I had  the  privilege  of 
speaking  again  to  the  brethren  on 
Sabbath  morning — oh,  no ! not  in 
Arabic,  not  yet — I preached  in  Eng- 
lish and  Bro.  McFarland  put  it  into 
Arabic  for  the  brethren. 

“I  will  not  attempt  now  to  say 
much  about  general  conditions.  Let- 
ters are  still  subject  to  censorship. 
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Suffice  to  say,  the  British  are  here  in 
force.  The  railroad  clear  through  is 
completely  under  British  control. 
There  is  some  talk  of  the  French  also 
sending  in  some  troops.  In  a very 
few  days,  when  we  get  a little  better 
rid  up,  I wish  to  write  more  fully.” 


CHINA. 

Tak  Hing,  China.  Miss  Huston 
sends  the  news  items  from  Tak  Hing 
and  encloses  in  her  letter  a copy  of  the 
Chinese  Covenanter  Bi-Monthly.  It 
contains  some  very  interesting  mat- 
ter. There  is  an  article  by  two  girls 
from  the  Tak  Hing  school  on  this  sub- 
ject, “Should  Christians  and  Non- 
Christians  Marry  ?”  Then  Tak  Hing 
church  news,  and  notes  from  the 
Boys’  School,  and  the  same  from  the 
Girls'  School.  Also  a column  of  news 
from  Lo  Ting,  and  a Bible  Study  in 
Mark,  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  another 
article  on  the  “Qualifications  of  a 
Minister,”  by  Dr.  Robb.  We  are  sorry 
not  to  give  extracts  from  these.  We 
will  willingly  lend  our  copy  to  any- 
body who  will  read  it.  Miss  Huston 
vouches  for  the  sheet,  although 
strangely  she  forgot  to  mention  the 
subscription  price.  Her  news  items 
follow : 

“A  few  weeks  ago,  a large  fish  was 
caught  near  Tak  Hing,  which  was  a 
great  curiosity,  because  they  had 
never  seen  one  of  its  kind  before,  and 
also  because  of  its  size,  it  being  nine 
or  ten  feet  long.  They  called  it  an 
alligator,  but  some  of  the  foreigners 
thought  it  was  a porpoise.  It  was 
kept  for  a few  days  before  they  killed 
it,  and  in  the  meantime,  a number  of 
women  who  are  strict  vegetarians  as 
matter  of  religion,  got  together  and 
asked  them  to  release  it,  which,  of 
course,  they  refused  to  do,  as  they  ex- 
pected to  make  considerable  money 
from  its  sale  for  food.  The  vegeta- 
rians then  subscribed  money  to  the 
amount  of  $30  Chinese  money  and  of- 
fered it  for  the  freedom  of  the  fish, 
but  it  was  not  sufficient.  They  believe 
that  some  spirit  from  some  other 
world  had  its  abode  in  the  fish,  and 


if  they  could  save  its  life,  as  a reward 
of  merit,  their  souls  would  be  saved. 
One  of  the  foremost  of  the  vegeta- 
rians is  a woman  who  knows  much  of 
the  Way  of  Life,  and  when  some  of 
the  Christians  remonstrated  with  her, 
and  urged  her  to  believe  in  Christ  in- 
stead of  in  such  a foolish  idea,  she 
replied,  ‘You  have  your  plan  for  sal- 
vation and  I have  mine.  Take  your 
Jesus.  I am  willing  to  risk  my  plan.’  ” 
* * * * 

“Chue  Hon  Shang  has  rented  a 
building  adjoining  the  chapel  at  Ma 
Hui,  in  order  to  have  a place  for  the 
women,  as  the  chapel  is  a long  narrow 
building  with  no  place  proper  for  the 
women,  who,  of  course,  are  not  allow- 
ed to  sit  with  the  men.  He  thought 
of  putting  in  a gallery  and  a stair- 
way so  they  could  sit  upstairs  and 
hear,  but  the  men,  so  precious  is  the 
dignity  and  self-esteem  of  their  high 
and  exalted  selves,  objected,  because 
it  would  put  the  women  above  them. 

“However,  the  new  plan  will  be 
better  in  many  ways,  and  the  men 
may  soothe  their  tender  feelings  with 
the  thought  that  women  are  not  ex- 
alted above  them  as  regards  space, 
at  least.  Mr.  Chue  has  asked  that 
some  of  the  women  from  the  school 
go  out  each  week-end  and  hold  meet- 
ings for  the  women,  and  he  hopes  in 
the  future  to  open  a school  for  girls 
and  women.” 

* * * * 

“Dr.  Wright  and  family  left  for 
America  on  May  3 on  a boat  that 
takes  forty  days  for  the  trip,  the  boat 
they  had  engaged  passage  on  having 
been  taken  over  by  the  government 
for  transporting  soldiers.” 

* * * * 

“Rev.  J.  K.  Robb  conducted  com- 
munion at  Tung  On,  April  27,  one 
man  being  baptized,  and  others  ap- 
plying for  membership.” 

He  * * * 

Lo  Ting,  China.  Lo  Ting  has  a 
double  budget  for  the  July  number. 
Olive  Trees  was  a little  in  advance 
last  month,  and  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Board  and  a few  other  reports 
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crowded  the  News  Department.  We 
affix  dates  to  the  items  and,  although 
a bit  tardy,  they  will  be  news  none 
the  less. 

“April  18.  Lo  Ting  is  having  a 
siege  of  bubonic  plague  earlier  than 
usual  this  spring.  It  is  not  prevalent 
in  the  city  but  in  many  surrounding 
villages.  All  the  foreign  population 
have  been  vaccinated  and  go  about 
carrying  moth  balls  and  the  odor  of 
kerosene  on  their  clothes  so  the  fleas 
will  keep  at  a proper  distance.  The 
Chinese,  too,  have  learned  the  benefit 
of  using  plague  vaccine  and  the  hos- 
pital is  quite  a popular  place.” 

$ $ $ 

“Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Adams,  Rev. 
William  Robb  and  family,  of  Tak 
Hing,  were  welcome  visitors  at  Lo 
Ting  a few  days  last  week.  We  wish 
they  could  have  stayed  longer  but 
they  all  went  home  feeling  sore.  How- 
ever, we  are  sure  that  feeling  would 
soon  wear  off  for  the  soreness  was 
confined  to  one  little  spot  on  the  left 
arm  where  the  serum  to  prevent 

plague  was  injected.” 

* * * * 

“P’ang  Saam  Mo,  one  of  our  Chris- 
tian workers,  was  stricken  with  bu- 
bonic plague,  Sabbath,  March  30,  and 
after  three  days’  suffering  was  called 
to  the  heavenly  home.  Saam  Mo 
joined  the  Church  in  1900.  She  could 
neither  read  nor  write,  and  as  she  was 
fifty-three  years  of  age,  was  consid- 
ered too  old  to  learn.  However,  she 
surprised  everybody  with  her  re- 
markable memory.  She  committed 
large  portions  of  Sripture  as  well  as 
the  Commandments  and  two  small 
books  which  tell  the  gospel  story  in 
rhythmic  form.  When  our  Bible- 
woman  died  in  May,  1914,  we  did  not 
know  where  to  get  another  to  take 
her  place,  and  some  of  the  Chinese 
recommended  Saam  Mo  as  one  who 
could  talk  the  doctrine  even  if  she 
could  not  read.  She  was  glad  to  come 
and  give  what  help  she  could  and  has 
lived  at  the  chapel  for  almost  five 
years.  She  urged  those  who  could 
read  to  buy  books,  and  the  women  and 
children  were  taught  to  memorize  as 


she  had  done.  On  Sabbath  and  Wed- 
nesday mornings  she  was  up  earlier 
than  usual,  ate  rice,  and  started  out 
to  invite  people  to  meetings.  We  have 
a small  guest  room,  where  Christian 
women  who  come  a distance  or  twelve 
or  fifteen  miles  to  church  can  stay 
over  night.  Saam  Mo  was  a volun- 
tary host,  and  saw  that  the  women 
were  comfortably  fixed  for  the  night 
and  also  properly  fed.  Two  weeks  be- 
fore she  took  sick  she  walked  five 
miles  in  the  rain  to  visit  a sick  woman 
who  had  not  been  able  to  come  to 
church  for  a long  time.  A few  months 
ago  a woman  from  a distant  village 
came  into  the  inquirer’s  class  and  said 
she  wanted  to  hear  more  of  the  Jesus 
doctrine.  When  asked  where  she  had 
first  heard  the  gospel  she  said  she 
came  to  the  chapel  so  sad  and  weary 
of  life  she  did  not  care  what  became 
of  her.  Saam  Mo  taught  her  to  pray 
and  cast  all  her  cares  on  the  Lord. 
She  had  done  so  and  received  such 
definite  answers  to  her  prayers  she 

was  now  very  happy.” 

* * * * 

The  following  items  come  to  us 
under  the  date  of  May  2 : 

“Don’t  forget  to  pray  for  Shuen  Po, 
where  practically  all  the  work  has 
‘ been  done  by  Chinese.  Last  year  nine 
men  were  baptized.  Wan  Chung  Woh, 
the  first  Christian  from  that  place,  is 
now  engaged  in  selling  books  and 
began  at  home.  He  is  not  only  prov- 
ing his  ability  to  distribute  the  Word 
but  has  brought  many  to  a decision 
for  Christ.  He  sent  in  the  names  of 
nine  more  men  who  registered  as  in- 
quirers, making  thirty  in  all.” 

- * ❖ * 

“Mr.  Mitchell  visited  Wai  Tai  and 
Sz  Lun  last  week.  The  Evangelists 
at  these  places  are  encouraged  in  their 
work.  There  are  four  Christians  near 
Wai  Tai,  and  recently  nine  men  have 
applied  for  baptism.  At  Sz  Lun  three 

have  registered.” 

* * * * 

“Lo  King  has  been  heard  from 
again.  The  Catholics  tried  to  get  a 
foothold  there,  and  wanted  the  build- 
ing which  we  have  rented  for  chapel. 
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We  are  glad  the  Christians  have  re- 
covered from  Taamitis  since  Mr. 
Taam  has  gone  to  Canton,  and  are 
asking  for  a Covenanter  preacher  to 
again  take  charge  of  the  work.” 

* * * $ 

'‘Last  Sabbath  was  Joshua’s  Day 
in  the  Lo  Ting  Girls’  School,  at  least 
it  was  his  plan  we  used  to  endeavor 
to  put  our  C.  E.  Society  on  a truer 
basis.  For  almost  a year  we  had  felt 
that  many  of  our  girls  were  not  keep- 
ing the  active  members’  pledge ; some 
because  they  themselves  had  grown 
careless;  but  others  because  of  the 
opposition  of  parents.  After  much 
prayer  we  decided  to  start  all  over 
again,  taking  Joshua  24:  15  as  the 
subject  of  our  decision  meeting.  This 
was  written  on  the  blackboard  with 
red  chalk,  and  was  followed  by  the 
two  pledges — active  and  associate. 

“The  plea  was  for  all  who  had  it 
in  their  power  to  do  so  not  to  fall 
back,  but  again  to  take  the  active 
members’  pledge  and  to  depend  more 
upon  God  to  help  them  to  live  up  to 
it;  but  for  those  who  could  not  keep 
the  first  we  urged  the  associate  mem- 
bers’ pledge.  The  way  was  also  left 
open  for  any  who  wanted  to  give  up 
their  membership,  as  the  old  roll  was 
destroyed  and  each  girl  had  volun- 
tarily to  rise  and  publicly  take  the 
pledge  of  her  choice  before  her  name 
was  entered  on  the  new  roll. 

“The  Holy  Spirit’s  presence  was 
shown  both  by  the  strong  manner  in 
which  many  renewed  their  old  pledge 
and  by  the  tearful  confession  of  one 
that  she  had  not  the  power  to  keep 
the  pledge  she  had  once  taken  so  must 
choose  the  second  best.  The  latter 
was  also  taken  by  one  whom  we  know 
to  be  hindered  at  home.  We  are  not 
through  yet  as  some  may  have  been  so 
convicted  of  the  sin  of  vowing  and 
not  performing  that  they  fear  to  take 
either.  Consequently  another  oppor- 
tunity will  be  given  next  week  since 
we  know  there  are  others  who  want 
to  join. 

“We  meet  each  Sabbath  morning  at 
8 o’clock.  You  cannot  appreciate  how 
hard  it  is  for  girls  from  heathen 


homes  always  to  be  true  to  Christ,  but 
you  can  help  them  by  your  prayers 
Will  you  do  so?” 

* * * * 

“Were  you  ever  at  a wedding  where 
all  the  bride’s  relatives  scolded  her 
because  she  did  not  cry?  In  China,  a 
bride  is  supposed  to  learn  how  to  wail 
in  a becoming  (?)  manner.  Lun  Haan 
— the  pupil  mentioned  before,  who 
was  betrothed  without  her  knowledge 
or  consent — was  so  angry  at  her  par- 
ents that  for  several  days  she  abso- 
lutely refused  to  eat,  talk  or  wail.  You 
can  scarcely  imagine  the  consterna- 
tion and  concern  this  caused  in  a Chi- 
nese home. 

“We  teachers,  American  and  Chi- 
nese, were  invited  to  the  bride’s  home 
for  the  parting  feast,  also  to  witness 
the  arrival  of  the  presents  from  the 
groom  to  the  bride’s  parents  and  to 
see  the  gaily  decorated  chair  in  which 
the  bride  is  carried  to  her  new  home. 
When  our  coming  was  announced 
the  flood  gates  were  opened  and  our 
heart-broken  girl  bride  wept  such 
tears  of  real  anguish  that  not  only  we 
but  also  those  who  before  begged  her 
to  wail  now  plead  with  her  to  stop. 
Crouched  in  her  mother’s  bed  behind 
a heavy  curtain  and  supported  by  six 
girl  friends  who  were  supposed  to 
help  her  wail  in  regulation  fashion, 
she  rocked  back  and  forth  as  she 
poured  out  all  the  grief  that  had 
been  pent  up  for  days. 

“Among  other  things  we  gave  her 
a Chinese  Bible.  It  would  have  wrung 
your  heart  to  have  heard  her  sobbing 
thanks  for  our  concern  for  her  soul 
and  to  see  how  she  prized  the  book 
of  books.  She  felt  we  were  her  only 
true  friends  and  clung  to  one  of  the 
Chinese  teachers  who  had  climbed  up 
in  the  bed  to  try  to  comfort  her.  How 
it  went  against  the  grain  to  urge  her 
to  submit  to  the  inevitable  and  carry 
out  the  plan  of  her  father  and  moth- 
er! And  yet  what  else  could  we  do! 
We  were  glad  to  point  her  to  Jesus, 
who  has  promised  to  keep  those  who 
endure  suffering  wrongfully  and  were 
glad  of  her  promise  to  pray  to  Him 
and  read  His  word  every  day. 
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“Seeing  that  Lun  Haan  responded 
to  our  pleas  and  gradually  quieted 
down  the  mother  and  sister  brought 
food  and  begged  us  to  coax  her  to  eat. 
Knowing  that  she  had  taken  no  nour- 
ishment for  five  days  and  that  she 
would  be  jolted  in  a chair  over  thirty 
miles  of  rough  road  the  next  day  we 
added  our  entreaties  to  those  of  oth- 
ers. She  finally  took  some  food  but 
said  she  could  not  swallow  solid  food, 
consequently  we  were  not  surprised 
to  hear  that  she  fainted  and  almost 
fell  out  of  the  chair  several  times  be- 
fore reaching  her  new  home. 

“Should  girls  be  forced  into  mar- 
riage? Hundreds,  yes,  thousands  of 
girls  in  China  are.  Will  the  gospel 
change  such  conditions?  We  believe 
it  will.  Do  you?  If  so,  help  us  to 
get  it  into  the  hearts  and  homes  of  the 
Middle  Kingdom  ?” 

* Jjs  ❖ * 


Canton,  China.  This  account  of 
Mr.  Levine’s  visit  comes  from  a stu- 
dent of  our  mission  at  the  Canton 
Language  School : 

“Mr.  Levine,  an  instructor  in  Ani- 
mal Husbandry  in  the  Canton  Chris- 
tian College,  was  with  us  for  a few 
days’  visit.  While  he  came  as  a vis- 
itor, we  were  not  slow  to  make  use 
of  him.  We  arranged  three  meetings 
for  him  to  speak.  He  does  not  use 
the  Chinese  language  much,  so  Dr. 
Robb  and  Miss  Huston  interpreted 
for  him,  which  they  did  exceedingly 


well.  ci 

“The  first  meeting  was  for  the  Sem- 
inary, boys’  and  girls’  schools  stu- 
dents.  They  were  much  interested 
and  kept  him  answering  questions  for 
quite  awhile.  In  the  evening  a meet- 
ing was  arranged  for  the  merchants 
and  city  people.  There  were  about 
200  in  a little  room  that  could  seat 
but  little  more  than  half  that  number. 
We  were  surprised  at  their  interest 
and  the  way  they  asked  questions. 
We  hear  that  they  were  greatly 
pleased  with  the  meeting  and  one  of 
our  teachers  told  us  they  are  still  talk- 
ing about  it.  The  meeting  was  held  a 
week  ago.  He  spoke  again  to  the 
girls’  school,  and,  they,  too,  showed 


their  interest  in  farming  by  the  way 
they  asked  questions  about  how  to 
make  their  school  gardens  produce 
more,  how  to  take  care  of  trees,  how 
to  overcome  rice  worms,  how  to  make 
grapevines  produce,  etc.  The  next 
day  they  were  out  in  their  school  yard 
washing  a peach  tree  with  soap-suds 
so  you  see  that  it  had  been  well  taken 
by  them. 

“Mr.  Levine  has  spent  much  time 
studying  the  Agricultural  situation  in 
China,  and  is  also  a very  interesting 
talker.  He  spoke  something  of  the 
great  wealth  of  China  in  agriculture 
products.  A year’s  production  of  eggs 
would  make  a string  of  them  that 
would  reach  more  than  twelve  times 
around  the  world.  The  export  of 
chickens  and  eggs  is  greater  than  that 
of  any  other  nation.  The  exportation 
of  pork  is  not  a small  item. 

“The  Chinese  were  interested  to 
learn  that  the  Chinese  hog  and 
chicken  were  used  to  improve  the 
breeds  of  hogs  and  chickens  of  Eu- 
rope and  the  United  States.  While 
the  foreign  hog  has  been  so  greatly 
improved  the  Chinese  is  the  same  as 
a hundred  or  more  years  ago. 

“He  spoke  also  of  the  wonderful 
growth  of  vegetation.  In  America 
there  are  about  150  varieties  of  trees 
that  may  be  used  for  lumber,  wood, 
etc.,  while  in  Cnina  there  are  250  va- 
rieties. A great  many  of  our  orna- 
mental shrubs  and  flowers  are  native 
to  China. 

“Mr.  Levine’s  work  with  us  has 
given  us  some  suggestions  and  inspi- 
rations in  regard  to  helping  the  people 
of  this  community.  We  are  indeed 
grateful  for  his  stay  with  us  and  hope 
that  he  will  come  back  often.  China 
offers  a great  field  for  agricultural 
students.” 

He  * * * 


“Burglary  in  Arabia  is  punished  by 
tying  the  thief  to  a post  and  whipping 
him  to  death.  As  a result,  the  crime 
is  almost  unknown.  A purse  dropped 
in  the  road  will  be  turned  in  with  con- 
tents intact  to  the  chief.” 
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A RECITATION. 

Don’t  waste  your  time  in  longing 
For  bright,  impossible  things; 

Don’t  sit  supinely  yearning 

For  the  swiftness  of  angel’s  wings; 

Don’t  spurn  to  be  a rushlight 
Because  you  are  not  a star ; 

But  brighten  some  bit  of  darkness 
By  shining  just  where  you  are. 

There  is  need  of  the  tiniest  candle 
As  well  as  the  garish  sun ; 

The  humblest  deed  is  ennobled 
When  it  is  worthily  done ; 

You  may  never  be  called  to  brighten 
The  darkened  regions  afar; 

So  fill,  for  the  day,  your  mission 
By  shining  just  where  you  are. 


HISTORY  TEACHES  US  VIRTUES 
OF  SIMPLICITY. 

The  great  things  of  the  world — 
men,  or  women,  or  mountains,  or 
ideas — are  simple,  declares  Angelo 
Patri  in  the  July  number  of  the  New 
Red  Cross  Magazine. 

“They  are  easy  to  understand.  They 
are  exactly  what  they  say  they  are. 
They  do  not  pretend.  They  ‘come 
clean.’ 

“The  founders  of  America  were 
simple  folk.  They  landed  on  a rock 
that  became  the  corner-stone  of  a 
great  nation.  They  gave  it  a simple 
name — Plymouth  Rock.  Their  dress 
was  very  plain.  You  would  know  a 
Pilgrim  father  and  mother  if  you  met 
them  anywhere  today.  And  you 
would  take  off  your  hat  to  them.  * * * 

“Too  many  things,  too  many  plans, 
choke  up  our  lives.  You  know  people 
who  are  so  busy  taking  care  of  their 
things  that  they  have  no  time  to  live. 
Some  folks  do  not  know  at  the  end  of 
the  day  whether  the  sky  was  blue  or 
gray.  They  did  not  hear  the  song- 
sparrow  although  he  sang  bravely. 
They  did  not  glimpse  the  road  border 
of  dusty  mulleins  and  skyblue  chicory 
and  ox-eye  daisies.  Too  busy.  Daily 
they  miss  the  salt  and  savour  of  the 
earth.  They  have  forgotten  the  sim- 
ple, beautiful  things.” 


NEW  CONCORD. 

We  have  had  eleven  meetings  the 
last  year,  one  to  help  clean  the  church. 
The  meetings  for  the  most  part  have 
been  held  at  the  homes  of  the  mem- 
bers. We  have  sent  a box  of  goods 
to  the  Southern  Mission;  a barrel  of 
fruit  to  the  Aged  Peoples’  Home,  a 
package  of  surgical  dressings  to  the 
National  Surgical  Company.  Our 
Mission  Study  book  has  been  “Women 
of  the  Orient.”  The  class  was  led  by 
Mrs.  Coleman. 

Our  work  is  small  but  we  hope  for 
the  blessing  of  the  Lord. 

(Mrs.)  Mary  Wilson, 
Secretary. 


“My  life  is  one  long,  daily,  hourly 
record  of  answered  prayer.  For  phy- 
sical health,  for  mental  overstrain,  for 
guidance,  given  marvelously,  for 
errors  and  dangers  averted,  for  en- 
mity to  the  Gospel  subdued,  for  food 
provided  at  the  exact  hour  needed,  for 
everything  that  goes  to  make  up  life 
and  my  poor  service,  I can  testify 
with  a full  and  often  wonder-stricken 
awe  that  I believe  God  answers  pray- 
er. I know  God  answers  prayer.  I 
have  proved  during  long  decades 
while  alone,  as  far  as  man’s  help  and 
presence  are  concerned,  that  God 
answers  prayer.” — Mary  Slessor  of 
Calabar. 


A sign-post  means  guidance.  To 
refuse  to  read  it  is  dangerous  to  the 
traveler.  The  Bible  is  God’s  sign-post 
on  man’s  road  of  life. 


Because  Christ  has  overcome  the 
world  you  can,  in  his  strength.  Pay  . 
more  attention  to  your  inner  life,  and 
less  to  outer  difficulties. 


A horse  has  small  chance  in  a race 
with  an  auto,  but  he  is  sometimes  use- 
ful to  pull  an  auto  out  of  a hole.  So 
in  life,  the  race  is  not  always  to  the 
swift. 
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Edited  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  Martin  a id  Mrs.  M.  E.  Metheny, 
College  Hill,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 


THE  NEW  BOOK  FOR  MISSION 
STUDY. 

The  book  selected  by  Synod’s  Com- 
mittee for  study  1919-1920  is  “A  Cru- 
sade of  Compassion  for  the  Healing 
of  the  Nation.”  It  is  compiled  by 
Belle  M.  Brain  and  edited  by  Caroline 
Atwater  Mason.  It  can  be  had  from 
the  “Central  Committee  on  the  United 
Study  of  Foreign  Missions.’’  West 
Medford,  Mass.  The  price  of  the 
paper  copy  is  35c.  Most  booksellers 
will  order  it  if  asked.  If  bought 
direct  from  the  publisher  by  single 
copy  add  5c.  for  postage. 

The  object  of  the  book  is  to  show 
the  need  of  Medical  Missions,  and  the 
benefits  accured  from  them.  Man’s 
soul  must  be  reached  through  his 
body,  and  Jesus  in  his  missionary 
work  set  the  example  of  healing  the 
diseases  of  those  with  whom  he  came 
iii  contact.  I think  we  are  safe  in 
saying  that  most  of  his  audiences 
were  gathered  by  the  desire  of  af- 
flicted ones  or  their  friends  for  heal- 
ing. 

How  often  it  has  been  the  case  in 
the  history  of  missions  that  the  phy- 
sician has  been  a door-opener  for  the 
evangelist  and  how  much  readier  is  a 
patient  to  listen  to  the  gospel  when 
it  comes  from  one  who  has  given  him 
relief  from  pain.  And  how  often  has 
a stay  in  a hospital  where  the  Word 
is  read  and  taught  daily  been  the 
means  of  salvation  of  souls. 

We  hope  to  begin  the  notes  on  the 
book  in  the  September  number  of 
Olive  Trees. 

Mary  E.  Metheny. 

* * * * 

JUNIOR  DEPARTMENT. 

Dear  Friends: 

Within  the  last  few  weeks  they 
have  had  a very  wonderful  time  in 
the  girls’  school  Christian  Endeavor 
meetings.  Only  eight  of  the  girls  are 
church  members,  but  many  of  the 


others  are  firm  believers  and  are  hin- 
dered from  joining  by  their  parents, 
or  because  they  are  yet  too  young. 
During  the  last  of  January,  just  be- 
fore school  stopped,  several  girls 
cheated  in  their  examinations.  For 
those  Christian  girls  to  do  this  made 
Miss  Dean  and  Miss  Stewart  and  the 
young  Chinese  teachers  feel  very 
badly.  They  felt  that  it  was  very  seri- 
ous and  that  simply  to  punish  the 
girls  would  do  but  little  real  good,  so 
after  praying  a great  deal  about  it 
decided  that  the  best  plan  was  to  try 
to  get  the  girls  to  confess  to  the 
school  what  wrong  they  had  done,  for 
all  the  school  knew  about  it,  and  they 
knew  that  a Christian  school  stands 
for  high  ideals.  So  just  as  soon  as 
school  opened  again  and  Miss  Dean 
and  Miss  Stewart  had  come  back 
from  Mission  Meeting  in  Tak  Hing 
they  had  a Christian  Endeavor  meet- 
ing, at  which  this  matter  was  talked 
over  and  the  girls  were  urged  to 
make  things  right  with  the  Lord  and 
with  the  school,  for  they  had  sinned 
against  their  Heavenly  Father  and 
against  their  teachers  and  against 
their  schoolmates.  What  would  you 
have  done  if  you  had  been  one  of 
them?  Well,  they  all  sat  still  and  did 
not  say  a word.  So  the  teachers  got 
up  and  told  of  mistakes  in  their  lives 
and  set  a fine  example  to  those  schol- 
ars, but  the  girls  had  nothing  to  say. 
But  they  were  doing  some  thinking 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  was  working  very 
definitely  in  their  hearts  just  as  he 
does  in  ours  when  we  letjiim.  Dur- 
ing the  following  week,  several  of  the 
girls  asked  the  teachers  if  there  would 
be  another  opportunity  to  confess 
their  faults,  and  what  do  you  think 
happened  at  the  next  C.  E.  meeting? 
Not  only  the  girls  who  cheated  in 
their  examinations  stood  up  and  con- 
fessed that  they  did  so,  but  every  girl 
in  the  meeting  got  up  and  confessed 
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her  sins.  I think  the  devil  must  have 
had  the  blues  for  a while  then,  for  he 
would  feel  badly  to  hear  those  girls 
throwing  him  out  of  their  lives.  One 
wee  girl  eight  years  old  stood  up  with 
tears  in  her  eyes  and  said,  “I  burned 
incense  to  idols.”  And  several  girls 
said  they  had  done  the  same,  but  these 
little  girls  are  not  doing  this  because 
they  believe  in  it,  but  it  is  through 
pressure  at  home.  The  wealthiest 
girl  in  school,  and  one  of  the  proud- 
est I ever  knew,  and  one  who  has 
given  Miss  Dean  and  Miss  Stewart 
great  trouble  on  account  of  her  pride 
and  her  ability  to  lead  others  to  do 
whatever  she  wished  stood  up  and  said 
she  confessed  to  the  sin  of  pride  and 
that  she  did  not  love  people  enough. 
Those  girls  have  a peace  in  their 
hearts  now  that  they  had  never 
known  before,  and  with  such  an  in- 
fluence in  the  school  can  you  not  see 
how  all  the  new  little  ones  who  come 
in  this  year  will  learn  the  great  dif- 
ference between  the  power  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ  and  the  power  of 
heathenism.  There  are  over  eighty 
in  the  school  already  and  are  you  not 
glad  that  Miss  Dean  and  Miss  Stew- 
art came  out  here  to  teach  these  chil- 
dren the  love  of  Jesus  and  show  them 
the  road  to  heaven  and  that  you  may 
have  the  chance  to  meet  them  all  there 
some  day? 

Now  I am  going  to  tell  you  one 
more  story  about  a confession.  In 
Hong  Kong  there  is  an  orphanage 
where  they  take  in  girl  babies  that 
are  thrown  out.  It  has  been  there  a 
Ludwig.  .Olive  Trees.  .12  Day  B 
long  time  and  lots  of  these  babies  are 
grown  up  now  and  are  trained  to  be 
teachers.  Two  of  them  are  with  us 
now  and  are  helping  Miss  Stewart 
and  Miss  Dean  in  the  girls’  school 
here.  One  of  these  girls  is  called  Uet 
Lei.  She  finished  her  schooling  last 
year  and  came  up  with  us  last  Sep- 
tember. She  planned  to  join  our 
church  in  October,  as  she  is  a Chris- 
tian. Before  the  time  came  she  and 
Miss  Dean  had  a number  of  talks 
about  joining  the  church  and  the  girl 
did  not  seem  quite  comfortable  and 


at  last  she  told  Miss  Dean  that  she 
had  cheated  in  her  last  Bible  exami- 
nation and  she  had  received  fine 
marks.  She  decided  to  write  down  to 
the  orphanage  to  the  lady,  Miss  M., 
who  taught  her  Bible,  and  confess 
her  fault.  I saw  Miss  M.  in  January 
and  she  told  me  her  side  of  the  story, 
which  I thought  was  most  interest- 
ing. She  received  this  letter  from  Uet 
Lei,  telling  her  her  mistake.  She  had 
gone  into  Miss  M.’s  room  and  found 
the  examination  questions  and  mem- 
orized the  answers.  She  had  done  so 
well  on  the  examination  that  Miss  M. 
had  praised  her  to  everyone.  So  while 
Uet  Lei  had  confessed  her  fault  she 
also  asked  Miss  M.  not  to  tell  anyone 
else.  Miss  M.  wrote  back  that  she 
hoped  Uet  Lei  would  be  willing  for  her 
to  tell,  for  she  had  praised  her  work 
to  the  others,  and  it  was  but  fair  they 
should  now  know  that  it  was  not 
honest  work.  What  would  you  have 
done  if  you  had  been  Uet  Lei?  Well, 
she  wrote  to  Miss  M.  to  tell  them  all, 
and  she  did  so.  Then  Miss  M.  asked 
the  other  girls  if  any  one  of  them  had 
any  confessions  to  make.  She  thought 
they  ought  to  confess  if  they  had,  for 
it  was  a very  serious  matter,  and  she 
was  sure  they  would  not  be  happy 
until  they  did.  Uet  Lei  had  told  her 
that  eight  or  nine  others  had  cheated, 
too,  but  Miss  M.  did  not  tell  them  she 
knew  they  had  for  she  wanted  them 
to  make  a willing  confession.  I think 
it  was  the  next  day  after  Miss  M.  read 
Uet  Lei’s  letter  to  the  school  that 
three  girls  came  to  her  room.  They 
did  not  say  anything  for  quite  a while 
and  at  last  one  by  one  they  went  up 
to  her  and  said  very  quietly,  ‘T  cheat- 
ed, too.”  Then  they  all  prayed  to- 
gether just  as  they  did  in  the  girls’ 
school  here  after  they  had  opened 
their  hearts  freely  and  everyone  was 
happy.  Miss  M.  prayed  much  that  the 
other  girls  who  had  cheated  would 
also  come  freely  and  admit  their  mis- 
take, but  several  days  passed  before 
they  came,  when  six  came  toegther. 
She  did  not  know  what  they  came  for, 
and  after  quite  a while  three  came 
over  to  her  and  said  they  had  also 
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cheated  and  then  the  other  three,  one 
of  them  saying,  “I  watched  the  door 
while  the  others  looked  at  the  paper.” 
You  see  even  if  she  did  not  look  at 
the  papers  she  was  quite  as  guilty, 
and  is  it  not  good  that  the  Lord  makes 
us  feel  uncomfortable  until  we  get 
right  with  him  for  what  an  awful 
thing  it  would  be  if  we  could  keep 
doing  wrong  and  it  never  bothered  us 
at  all. 

Just  after  this  happened  there  were 
some  big  revival  meetings  in  Hong 
Kong,  and  Miss  M.  went  to  them  and 
at  once  told  the  story  of  Uet  Lei’s 
confession.  After  she  sat  down  a 
woman  got  up  and  told  about  what  a 
bad  temper  she  had  and  that  although 
she  was  a Christian  the  devil  was  still 
making  use  of  her  through  her  temper 
and  she  feared  her  temper  was  keep- 
ing her  school  girls  out  of  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven.  She  said  the  devil 
had  tried  to  make  her  believe  that  if 
she  confessed  her  temper  before  them 
they  would  only  laugh  at  her  but  she 
was  going  to  do  it  anyway.  And  what 
do  you  think  happened?  Those  girls 
loved  their  teacher  a hundred  times 
more  than  they  ever  did  before.  Now 
what  would  have  happened  if  Uet  Lei 
had  not  made  her  confession  first? 
Perhaps  God  would  have  moved  some 
of  the  other  girls  later  to  confess  but 
as  it  is  now  Uet  Lei  let  God  use  her 
to  help  a number  of  her  schoolmates 
to  acknowledge  their  sins  and  get 
peace  in  their  hearts,  it  changed  the 
atmosphere  of  the  whole  school,  and 
it  helped  a number  of  people  in  the 
revival  meetings  at  Hong  Kong  and 
its  influence  has  not  stopped  yet.  And 
how  glad  Uet  Lei  is  today  that  she 
did  not  refuse  to  listen  when  God 
spoke  to  her. 

Before  I close,  I will  ask  you  to 
pray  for  the  women  and  girls  of 
China.  Almost  all  of  the  women  can- 
not read  and  you  can  hardly  imagine 
the  lack  this  is  in  their  lives.'  They 
sometimes  ask  us  if  America  is  as  big 
as  Lo  Ting,  and  the  other  day  a little 
old  lady  asked  me  if  the  Lo  Ting 
River  started  in  America.  This  river 
is  yjn ly  a small  stream  at  that  but  it  is 


the  only  water  the  little  lady  ever  saw, 
But  when  Jesus  comes  into  their 
hearts  it  makes  all  the  difference  in 
the  world  to  them.  This  little  old 
lady  lives  in  a shack  of  a house.  It 
was  so  nearly  a wreck  that  no  neigh- 
bor would  go  into  it  during  a storm 
for  fear  it  would  fall  in  on  them  and 
she  says,  “When  there  would  be  a 
storm  I just  went  to  one  corner  of 
the  house,  and  said,  ‘Jesus,  my  heav- 
enly Father,  you  know  that  my  house 
can  never  stand  this  strong  wind,  a^id 
I have  no  way  of  getting  a better  one, 
so  just  do  not  let  the  wind  blow  so 
hard,  please.  I have  no  one  to  help 
me  but  you  Jesus,  and  I know  you 
will  not  blow  my  house  down/  and  she 
smiled  and  said,  “And  you  know  Jesus 
always  stopped  the  wind  when  I asked 
him  to.” 

Do  not  forget  to  pray  for  your 
brothers  and  sisters  out  here  and  do 
not  forget  to  thank  God  often  that 
your  were  born  in  America,  where 
you  have  many  to  love  you  and  to 
take  care  of  you  when  you  are  sick 
and  that  your  parents  did  not  throw 
you  away  just  because  you  are  a girl, 
for  it  is  not  because  we  deserve  more 
than  Chinese  babies  that  God  is  so 
good  to  us. 

With  best  wishes  to  you  all,  I am 
Your  friend,  Florence  L.  Dickson. 

$ $ * H: 

WOMAN’S  MISSIONARY 
CONFERENCE. 

It  was  a great  pleasure  to  have  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  Woman’s 
Missionary  Conference  during  the  re- 
cent session  of  Synod.  The  first  meet- 
ing was  held  June  5 when  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  women  were  present. 
The  keynote  of  the  opening  prayer 
and  praise  service  was  more  thorough 
consecration  to  the  Master’s  service. 

The  program  as  announced  was  car- 
ried out  with  only  one  exception.  Mrs. 
Myrta  Dodds  stated  the  object  of  the 
meeting.  Miss  Mitchell,  of  Kansas, 
presented  a bright  outlook  for  a for- 
ward movement  by  women.  Mrs.  R. 
C.  Wylie,  of  Pittsburgh,  whose  topic 
was  “A  Glance  Backward,”  showed 
what  thirty-five  years  of  organized 
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effort  has  accomplished.  The  Illinois 
Presbyterial  was  represented  by  Mrs. 
W.  0.  Furgeson,  who  presented  an 
impressive  paper  on  womans’  place 
in  the  evangelization  of  the  world. 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Reynolds,  of  Utica,  Ohio, 
who  had  recently  visited  our  South- 
ern Mission,  gave  an  instructive  ad- 
dress on  the  encouragements  and  the 
needs  of  that  field. 

A very  spiritual  consecration  ser- 
vice was  held,  in  which  all  who  were 
present  manifested  a desire  to  take 
part.  By  appointment  of  Synod,  Rev. 
T.  M.  Slater  brought  fraternal  greet- 
ings to  the  conference.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  June  6 after  devotional  exer- 
cises it  was  unanimously  resolved  to 
organize  a “Woman’s  Synodical  Mis- 
sionary Society.”  A committee  pre- 
viously appointed  reported  a draft  of 
a constitution  which  was  adopted. 
The  object  of  the  society  is  declared  to 
be  “to  form  into  one  the  various  Pres- 
byterial Societies,  to  develop  the  spirit 
of  consecration,  to  increase  our  mis- 
sionary zeal  and  to  co-operate  with 
the  Boards  of  the  Church  in  Home 
and  Foreign  Mission  work.”  The  or- 
ganization was  completed  by  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  and  superintendents  as 
follows : President,  Mrs.  Myrta 

Dodds,  Denver;  Recording  Secretary, 
Mrs.  T.  H.  Acheson,  Pittsburgh;  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  Mrs.  William 
Hutchinson,  Sterling,  Kansas;  Treas- 
urer, Mrs.  W.  0.  Ferguson,  Oakdale, 
Illinois;  Vice  Presidents,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Coleman,  Mrs.  H.  G.  Patterson,  Mrs. 
J.  Boyd  Tweed,  Mrs.  Matilda  McClel- 
land and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Wylie;  Superin- 
tendents, Foreign  Missions,  Mrs.  F. 
M.  Wilson ; Home  Missions,  Miss  Lil- 
lian McKnight;  Literature,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Martin ; Temperance,  Mrs.  Henry 
Russell;  Thank-Offering,  Mrs.  J.  K. 
Tibby;  Young  Women’s  Work,  Mrs. 
E.  N.  Harsh;  Board  for  Planning 
Work,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Wylie;  Standard  of 
Efficiency,  Mrs.  James  Carson. 

On  Friday  night  our  missionaries 
from  the  Home  and  Foreign  Fields 
gave  soul-stirring  addresses,  asking 
for  earnest  prayer  and  more  men 
and  women  to  carry  the  gospel  with 
its  transforming  power  to  those  needy 


fields.  The  representatives  of  the 
Home  Field  were  Miss  Wickerham, 
who  spoke  for  the  Indian  Mission; 
Miss  Lola  Weir,  for  the  Southern; 
Miss  Forsythe,  for  the  Jewish.  Those 
speaking  for  the  Foreign  Field  were 
Mrs.  Dr.  Peoples,  Asia  Minor;  Rev. 
Walter  McCarroll,  Cyprus;  Miss 
Adams  and  Mrs.  Kempf,  China.  Rev. 
F.  M.  Wilson,  Correspondent  Secre- 
tary of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
and  Moderator  of  Synod,  in  his  mas- 
terly manner  spoke  on  “Our  Obli- 
gations.” 

Mrs.  Dodds,  our  President,  was  ap- 
pointed to  represent  us  on  the  floor 
of  Synod,  and  the  members  of  Synod 
listened  with  deep  interest  while  she 
in  a most  graceful  manner  announced 
the  formation  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion. Synod  adopted  a resolution,  ex- 
pressing approval  of  this  new  move- 
ment by  the  women  and  referring 
them  to  the  Home  and  Foreign  Boards 
for  information  as  to  the  matter  of 
co-operation  in  work. 

We  believe  the  women  of  our  church 
have  caught  the  great  vision  of 
Christ’s  kingdom  and  are  willing  to 
do  their  part  in  advancing  His  cause. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Wylie. 

sj:  * * * 

The  new  book  for  the  Juniors  is 

“Mook,”  by  Evelyn  W.  Sites.  It  can 

be  purchased  at  the  United  Presbyte- 
rian Book  Rooms,  Anderson  street, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Paper,  30c. 

Mary  E.  McWilliams. 

jjs  ❖ ♦ * 

PITTSBURGH  PRESBYTERIAL. 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  Woman’s  Missionary  So- 
ciety of  the  Pittsburgh  Presbytery 
met  in  College  Hill  R.  P.  Church, 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  May  27  and  28. 
About  fifty  delegates  were  present' 
and  many  visitors.  Twenty-three  so- 
cieties were  represented.  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Ward,  treasurer,  reported  total  col- 
lections, $4023.50 ; disbursements, 
$3286.14.  Mrs.  Rosa  J.  Martin,  of 
Rose  Point,  was  made  a life  memoer ; 
Caroline  Sloane,  John  Crooks,  John 
Tibly,  Jr.,  Hugh  and  Donald  Calder- 
wood,  Kenneth  and  Waldo  McGaw 
were  made  Junior  life  members. 
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OLIVE  TREES 


Eleven  signified  their  intention  of  at- 
tending the  Women’s  Synodical  Con- 
ference. The  book  selected  for  mis- 
sion study  is  “A  Crusade  of  Compas- 
sion for  the  Healing  of  the  Nations,” 
compiled  by  Dr.  Nelle  J.  Allen,  of 
India.  “Mook,  True  Tales  of  a Chi- 
nese Boy  and  His  Friends,”  by  Mrs, 
Evelyn  Worthley  Sites,  is  recommend- 
ed for  the  Juniors.  Devotional  exer- 
cises opened  each  session.  Four  of 
our  misison  fields  were  represented. 
Mrs.  John  Peoples  who,  with  her 
three  children,  was  compelled  to  leave 
Asia  Minor  on  account  of  the  war,  re- 
lated the  distressing  conditions  under 
which  she  traveled  to  America.  Mrs. 
Julius  A.  Kempf  gave  a vivid  por- 
trayal of  the  needs  of  the  Chinese 
women  and  children  and  the  work  in 
progress.  Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf  pre- 
sented an  encouraging  history  of  our 
Chinese  Mission.  A very  interesting 
letter  was  read  from  our  faithful  mis- 
sionary among  the  Indians.  Dr.  Car- 
ithers  said,  “Our  one  request  is  that 
you  will  with  great  earnestness  pre- 
sent the  need  of  the  Indian  people 
before  God’s  throne  and  ask  that  out 
of  the  bewilderment  and  darkness 
they  may  be  led  into  the  Light.”  Rev. 
A.  J.  Khouri  described  the  work  in 
the  Pittsburgh  Syrian  Mission  as  very 
encouraging,  both  in  the  day  school 
and  in  the  church.  Mrs.  Ella  M. 
George,  Pennsylvania  State  Presi- 
dent of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  addressed  the 
convention  on  “The  Hills  Beyond,”  re- 
lating the  noble  work  of  women  with 
the  help  of  God  in  bringing  about  Na- 
tional Prohibition.  Having  the  rati- 
fication and  prohibition  our  work  is 
not  completed,  enforcement  of  the  law 
is  just  begun.  In  the  Children’s  Hour, 
Mrs.  Walter  McCarroll  conducted  a 
Bible  drill,  and  Mrs.  Norman  Ster- 
rett,  a praise  service.  The  children 
presented  our  missions  in  costume, 
describing  the  needs.  Mrs.  J.  K. 
Tibley,  Thank-Offering  Secretary,  had 
charge  of  the  evening  service,  intro- 
ducing Lieut.  Ellsworth  Jackson, 
President  of  Christian  Endeavor  So- 
cieties of  Philadelphia  and  Philadel- 
phia County,  who  delivered  the  ad- 


dress of  the  evening,  presenting  a pro- 
found spiritual  appeal  for  a greater 
consecration.  The  financial  response 
was  $1722.06,  sufficient  to  pay  the  sal- 
ary of  Miss  Brownlee,  of  our  China 
Mission,  and  the  balance  was  given  to 
the  Syrian  Armenian  Relief  Fund  and 
the  Pittsburgh  Syrian  Mission.  The 
entertainment  afforded  the  delegates 
was  of  the  very  best.  The  floral  deco- 
rations were  notably  appropriate.  The 
convention  adjourned  with  the  deter- 
mination in  every  heart  that  this  must 
be  made  the  best  year  in  the  history 

of  our  Presbyterial. 

❖ * * * 

A NEW  SERIES  OF  POST-WAR 
LEAFLETS. 


Edited  by  J.  Lovell  Murray. 

1.  Christianity  the  Forerunner 

of  Democracy,  by  J.  L. 
Murray  $0.05 

2.  Since  India  Went  Over  the 

Top,  by  B.  T.  Baciley 05 

3.  The  New  Era  in  the  Near 

East,  by  S.  M.  Zwemer.  . .10 

4.  China  After  the  War,  by  E. 

C.  Lobenstine 10 

5.  Latin  America’s  Place  in 

World  Life,  by  S.  G.  In 
man  05 

6.  Japan  and  Reconstruction, 

by  Enoch  F.  Bell 05 

7.  The  Task  of  Tomorrow  in 

Africa,  by  J . M.  Springer.  .05 

8.  Looking  Ahead  in  Malaysia, 

by  W.  G.  Shellabear 05 

9.  New  Days  for  the  Philip- 

pines, by  P.  H.  J.  Lerrigo  .05 

10.  Fields  Still  Unoccupied,  by 

S.  M.  Zwemer 05 

11.  A Woman’s  Life  and  the 

World’s  Work,  by  Mrs. 
Helen  B.  Montgomery  . . .0d 

12.  Careers  of  International  Ser- 

vice, by  J.  L.  Murray 10 

A packet  containing  the  complete 
set  will  be  mailed  to  any  address  upon 
receipt  of  70  cents. 

Address 

Student  Volunteer  Movement, 
25  Madison  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRES.  CHURCH 


Latakia,  Syria. 

Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart,  D.  D 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Stewart 

Rev.  Samual  Edgar,  with  Red  cross  in 

Mrs.  Samuel  Edgar  On  furlough 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D., 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  M.  Florence  Mearns,  „ Witl?  Red. 

' Cross  in  Pal- 
estine 

Mersine,  Asia  Minor. 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterreti 

Rev.  Robt.  E.  Willson,  

Mrs.  Robt.  E.  Willson  

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

Mrs.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

John  Peoples,  M.  D 

Mrs.  John  Peoples On  furlough 

Miss  F.  Elma  French  

Lamaca,  Cyprus. 

Rev.  Walter  McCarroll 

Mrs.  Walter  McCarroll,  On  furlough 

Mr.  Wilbur  Weir 

Nicosia,  Cyprus. 

Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D 

Mrs.  Calvin  McCarroll 

Tak  Hing  Chau,  West  River, 

South  China . 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D 

Mrs.  A.  I.  Robb 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb, 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Robb  on  furlough 


Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf.  . ) 

Mrs.  Julius  A.  Kempf.  f 0n  furlou’h 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb  

Mrs.  William  M.  Robb . 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D.,  

Miss  Mary  R.  Adams ? 

Miss  Rose  A.  Huston 

Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.  D.,  I on  furlough 
Miss  Annie  J.  Robinson,  fwithout  sai’ry 

Miss  Nellie  A.  Brownlee, 

Rev.  R.  C.  Adams 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Adams  

Rev.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel & 

Mrs.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel 

Canton  Medical  Missionary  Union, 
Canton,  South  China. 

James  M.  Wright,  m.  d 

Mrs.  James  M.  Wright 

Union  Language  School, 
Canton,  South  China. 

Miss  M.  Edna  Wallace,  M.  D.  . . ^ 
Miss  Inez  M.  Smith,  R.  N 

Miss  Jean  M.  Barr 

Miss  Lillian  J.  McCracken 

Lo  Ting,  via  Canton,  South  China. 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

Mrs.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D =«* 

Mrs.  E.  J.  M.  Dickson 

Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart.  . 
Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean 


HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


Indian  Mission , Apache,  Okla. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Superintendent. 

Miss  Inez  Wickerham 

Miss  Ellen  Wilson 

Miss  Irene  McMurtry 

Miss  Mae  Allen 

Mission  of  the  Covenant,  800  South  5th  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

riss  Annie  Forsyth 
Miss  Emma  M.  McFarland 

Volunteer  Workers. 

Miss  Mary  Gray 
Mips  Mazie  Steele 
Miss  Anna  Thompson 
Dr.  Ralph  Duncan 
Mr.  Samuel  Jackson  ) 

Mr.  Melville  Pearce  >■  Alternating 
Mr.  Will  Stewart  i 
Mr.  Edwin  Anderson 


Southern  Mission,  Selma,  Ala. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Edgar,  D.  D.,  Superintendent 
Miss  Lola  Weir,  High  School 
Miss  Mary  Reynolds,  High  School 
Miss  Ella  Hays,  Grammar  School 
Miss  Mary  Wilson,  Sixth  Grade 
Miss  Laura  Weir,  Fifth  Grade 
Mrs.  M.  I.  Robb,  Fourth  Grade 
Miss  Ruth  Kynett,  Third  Grade 
Miss  Eulalia  Howard,  Second  Grade 
Mrs.  E.  0.  Senegal,  First  Grade 
Mrs.  G.  M.  Sims,  Primary  Department 
Miss  Mary  E.  Fowler,  Girls’  Indus.  Dept. 
Prof.  Theod’re  Lee,  Boys’  Indus.  Dept. 
Miss  Sophia  Kingston,  Prin’l  Little  Knon 
Mrs.  Louise  Kynett,  Prin’l  Pleasant  Grove 
Mrs.  Estelle  Lightning,  Asst.  Girls’  In- 
dustrial Dept. 

Mrs.  Earnest  Brooks,  East  Selma 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 


President 

S.  A.  STERRETT  METHENY,  M.  D.,  6i7  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Vice-Pesident 

J.  C.  McFEETERS,  D.  D.,  1838  Wallace  St,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Seco?id  Vice-President 
R.  J.  BOLE,  170  Broadway,  New  York 

Corresponding  Secretary  1 

FINDLEY  M.  WILSON,  D.  D.,  2517  Franklin  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Recording  Secretary 

F.  M.  FOSTER,  Ph.  D.,  305  W.  29th  St.,  New  York  City. 

Treasurer 

JOSEPH  M.  STEELE  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Transportation  Agent 

WILLIAM  G.  CARSON,  4725  Springfield  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES  OF  TREASURERS 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China,  Mission  of  The  Covenant  and  Church  Erection — 
Mr.  Joseph  M Steele,  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission;  Southern  Mission  ; Indian  Mission ; Testimony  Bearing  Sustentation; 
Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows’  and  Orphans’  Fund;  Literary,  Students’  Aid; 

National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  411  Penn  Building.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs.  Agnes  C Steele,  321  Lehigh  Ave.,  East  End,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


EVANGELICAL  AND  NON-SECTARIAN 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  WORliD  IggS-* 

Each  lesson  has  The  Lesson  Text  in  full  from  the  American  Standard  Revised  and 
King  James  Versions  and  comments  on  the  Daily  Home  Readings. 

Under  the  treatment  of  each  lesson  will  be  found 

The  Lesson  Approached  In  Young;  People’s  and  Adult  Classes 

The  Lesson  Outlined  In  Junior  Classes 

The  Lesson  Explained  and  Applied  In  Primary  Classes 

Through  Oriental  Eyes  For  the  Superintendent 

Illustrations  from  Life 

In  addition,  each  issue  contains  Editorials,  Contributed  Articles,  Inspiration  for  Sunday- 
School  Workers,  Good  Reading  for  the  Home,  etc.,  making  it  an  unsurpassed  monthly  help  for 
every  Sunday-school  worker. 

Published  monthly,  48  pages  and  cover.  Single  copy,  80  cents  per  year:  20  cents  for  three  months,  or 
7 cents  for  one  month 

To  schools,  in  clubs  of  three  or  more  copies  sent  to  one  address,  65  cents  each  per  year;  34  cents 
each  for  six  months;  17  cents  each  for  three  months.  Subscriptions  may  begin  with  any  month.  Send  to 

American  Sunday-School  Union,  'pH^ad^pHraTpa.*' 


JAMES  S.  TIBBY  g&KRg  - Pittsburg,  Pa.. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 

W RITE  FOR  PRICES 


